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In this compendium, Jim articulates the impact of the nature and shape of the interface
between the West and Africa, and how that
interface works or does not work. Read on
if you are interested in Africa, mission, development, globalisation, communication,
linguistics, theology, dependency, or power
dynamics in intercultural perspective. The
conclusions reached in the fourteen articles
in this compendium endorse Jim’s deepening conviction that some Western missionaries and development workers ought to
engage in their ministries in Africa and the
majority world using indigenous languages
and locally available resources. To this end,
Jim and some of his missionary colleagues
formed the Alliance for Vulnerable Mission
in 2007.

www.missionbooks.org
US: 1-877-333-4411

Prayer Resources for 2018!
Ethne to Ethne
A regionally based prayer movement
for UPGs working closely with GPD.
www.prayerstrategists.net
Global Prayer Resource
Grand central station for prayer
materials.
https://prayerstrategists.net/about/
prayer-guides/

PRAYER GUIDES
Global Prayer Digest
Daily prayer guide for UPGs. Get it
free digitally!
globalprayerdigest.org
Joshua Project
Research and daily prayer materials
for UPGs.
http://joshuaproject.net/
Light the Window
Prayer for 365 UPGs once a year
through 2020.
https://www.ltw2020.org/

10-40 Window Reporter
Prayer for nations of the 10-40 Window.
http://www.1040windowreporter.com/
Prayerguard
Online general prayer for UPGs.
http://prayerguard.net/?page_id=209

Devotional Ideas

How can you make the most of this
prayer digest:
• Some people use it as a
supplement to their regular
devotional time.
• Others enjoy reading and
praying around the dinner table
with the entire family.
• We encourage you to gather
monthly with other Christian
friends who are involved in
this movement.
Every day at the top of the page
you’ll find the name of an unreached
people group for which to pray. The
small maps will help you locate the
day’s feature.
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To Help You Pray Better

God is Moving on the Coast
of East Africa!
The islands and
coastal regions of
East Africa are a
vast area of beautiful
blue water and clear
skies. Ancient Arab
dhows with their
blowing sails are still
the main mode of
transportation. Fisherman pull in their nets by hand like they
did in biblical times. There is a diverse mix of bright colored
African fabrics worn in a more Middle Eastern style covering
faces and arms. The food is also a mixture of African farmers’
stock as well as spicy foods from India.

By Shan Berry
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Amidst this array are many different people groups with their
own languages, cultures, and traditions. There are also several
religions found in the mix. For instance, Hindus, Jains, and
Sikhs are commonplace religions on the coast of Kenya or on
the island of Mauritius. Some, like the Gujarati of Madagascar
manage to keep both Islam and Hinduism secondary to their
strong bond of culture and language. A far more dominant
religion for the region is folk Islam, a religion that expanded
during the slave trade when some African traditional
religious communities converted to Islam so they could save
their peoples from slavery. This mixture of ancestor worship
(complicated by witchdoctors) and a strict Islamic calendar of
prayer and fasting is by far the most common religion found
amongst the unreached of the islands and coastal areas of
East Africa.

God is Moving on the Coast of East Africa!
Mozambique and
Madagascar
The Koti people of Angoche
Island in Mozambique are
one such group (see day 18).
In the late 90s a Japanese
church began to pray for
them. After several years they
felt it was time for a visit.
After a shipwreck, like Paul,
they found the islanders to
be open to the gospel and the chief and many of the islanders turned from folk
Islam to the Lord. Scriptures have been translated by Wycliffe into the Koti
language, and there is now a very active church. In fact, they have been sending
their own missionaries to the mainland (the coast of Mozambique) in order to
proclaim the good news to the Mwani people group.
The Mwani people group (day 19) live mainly along the northern coast
of Mozambique and Ibo Island. They are also Islamic with a mixture of
traditional religion. They are a matrilineal people group, which is rather unusual
for Islamic people. There have been missionaries amongst this group for
approximately 20 years. The scriptures have been translated into Kimwani and a
regular radio program has been broadcast in their language for about 10 years.
Yet little headway was seen until 2016, when there were several baptisms and
fledgling churches started to reach out to those around them. After 20 years of
backbreaking hard work, and in some cases fatal work by several missionaries,
we have begun to see a church emerge amongst the Mwani people group.
Following Portuguese colonialism and a civil war, Mozambique was isolated
from trade for several years. However, the coastal towns in Kenya and Tanzania
had a bustling trade with both Europe and the East for decades. There are
several unreached people groups (UPGs) of Asia found on this coastline. These
groups may be third or fourth generation Asians who have grown up in East
Africa. Family traditions and religions hold these Hindu or Muslim groups
tightly together.

continued on next page

7

God is Moving on the Coast of East Africa!
The Gujaratis are one such group. They have an amazing network of trade
across East Africa and the islands. As yet there is no church among the
Gujaratis of Madagascar (day 12). They are also inadequately reached in other
parts of East Africa or even in India.
In other areas of Madagascar the growth of the church has been profound.
Eighteen years ago there were approximately 13 unreached people groups in
Madagascar, the church being predominantly Catholic. There was very little
outreach or awareness of mission at that time. Today the evangelical church
has grown in Madagascar with traditional mission efforts like Scripture
Union in schools and the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students
(IFES/UGBM) at tertiary institutions and universities. Now there are several
indigenous mission agencies within Madagascar, sending their own people out
to the unreached in the more rural areas.
One such group has been the Sakalava people which is traditionally animist.
Their culture is dominated by taboos from the ancestors. They converted to
a form of Islam so they could protect themselves from Arab slave traders.
They also retreated to islands and isolated coastal areas, away from the French
colonialists. In the 1990s Sakalava began to hear the gospel in schools and
universities. Some became followers of the Lord and took the good news back
to their home villages. One such person, Rosina Ferdinando, led a team of
missionaries to her own people (days 1-3). They formed a church and translated
Bible stories. There is not yet the full set of scriptures in the Sakalava dialects,
but the church is hungry for God’s word and Rosina is now the country leader
for a missionary organization.
The Antakarana people (day 14) of northern Madagascar boast a similar
history. Fiercely protective of their culture and traditions, they do not allow the
Merina (a dominant people group from elsewhere) or mainland groups onto
their islands. A small island in the Diego Bay is the center of their animist
worship. Until recently the island of Nosy Mitsio was protected in a similar
way. A missionary couple befriended the chief of the island three years ago
and was allowed to bring a team of missionaries to the island to live and work
among the people. Although islanders remain attentive to the word, a church
has not yet been established on the island of Nosy Mitsio.
Unreached people groups on other islands in the region have had similar
responses to the gospel. People have been showing themselves attentive to
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God is Moving on the Coast of East Africa!
the word and open to discussion, but not yet taking the plunge to believe
and receive Jesus into their lives. This is due to the fear of persecution if they
“convert.” Family and community will almost certainly disown individuals who
openly profess Christ. This emphasizes the need for praying for entire family
groups to trust in the Lord, thus providing essential support and fellowship.
There are Opportunities!
An island that hosts many such reachable people groups is the island of
Mayotte. This island is a department of France, and as such, has religious
freedom. It is an ideal place for foreign workers and tentmakers, boasting good
hospitals and schools as well as rich opportunities to proclaim the gospel to
UPGs (unreached people groups). Its high standard of living suits doctors,
teachers, and other professionals, as well as entrepreneurs.
Farming God’s Way (day 23) has been another tool which has been used
to reach coastal UPGs, particularly in Tanzania and Kenya. This method of
farming helps to retain the nutrients in the soil as well as to increase crop yield.
It has also been used both as a tool to reach UPGs, and equip local missionaries
with methods of sustainability and provision for their families while on the
rural mission field.
The increase in the number of African missionaries being sent from churches
within the East Africa region is a great encouragement. Many churches in
Kenya, Tanzania, and Madagascar are waking up to the unreached within their
own countries and in neighboring countries. Short term mission and awareness
and prayer meetings are often devoted to their unreached Muslim neighbors
and people groups. The Lord is certainly at work in this region where he is
building his church!
Let’s Pray!
• Pray for an increase in the number of sent workers this year.
• Pray for a spiritual awakening among the unreached people groups in this
part of the world, especially on the island of Nosy Mitsio.
• Pray for a spiritual breakthrough among the South Asian people groups that
remain unreached in these coastal and island regions.
• Pray for the mobilization of the African church into missionary work.
• Pray that the Lord would ignite a flame that cannot be put out in the Indian
Ocean islands.
9

DAY

01

Is 24:15, NIV

Therefore, in the east give
glory to the Lord; exalt the
name of the Lord, the God
of Israel, in the islands of
the sea.
Pray that the Lord will
respond to our prayers for
the islands and coastlands
of East Africa by moving
men and women to give him
glory, and by taking his great
name to the unreached.

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY,
ROSINA FERDINANDO

I

grew up in a small
village full of laughter
and kids. We could play,
sing, dance, or sit around
the fire, listening to the
elders telling stories to us.
I was introduced to various
aspects of our Sakalava
Rosina Ferdinando
culture, worshipping
ancestral spirits, and respecting the taboos
and sacred places. I went to see the medium or
witchdoctors when I was sick. My grandma was a
medium. My mum was very respected because the
ancestor spirits possessed her.
My father wanted all of us to go to school. I
started with a Catholic school, then I attended an
Adventist school, while living with a friend of my
father who happened to be a pastor in a Protestant
church in town. I became confused by hearing
what was being taught at the schools and what I
heard from the pastor. I wanted to know the truth.
One day students from a university invited students
from my school to attend a Christian conference.
It was there I got to know who Jesus is, why he
had come to earth, and how he wants us to be
his own. I gave my life to him. I became the first
believer in my family. The students were from the
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students
(IFES) in Madagascar. Some countries call it
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.
Pray for believers in Madagascar to be able to focus on
Jesus.—SB, guest writer/interviewer
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ROSINA FERDINANDO, CONTINUED
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was discipled right away
through Bible studies.
After my university studies,
I became a full-time worker
with IFES Madagascar
for many years. I attended
many leadership training
courses provided by IFES,
TANZANIA
ZAMBIA
COMORO IS.
locally and abroad too. I had
E
been privileged to do two
BIQU
ZAM
MO
years studies at All Nations
Christian College (ANCC)
in the UK. It was at this
time that I met with a small
church in Manchester that was praying for my
people, the Sakalava, without knowing where
Madagascar is. They had never met anyone from
my country.

02

Is 42:9, NIV

See, the former things
have taken place, and new
things I declare; before
they spring into being I
announce them to you.
Pray that many young
people in Madagascar will
hear the voice of the Lord
when he calls them to follow
him into what seem like
dangerous waters.

In God’s providence, 10 years after my conversion,
my mum was freed from the bondage to spirits
and became a believer, the second in my family.
Later my grandmother became a believer as well.
My dad accepted Jesus just before he died.
For a long time my heart had been heavy and loaded
with the desire to see my people reached for Christ,
but I did not know how to tell them. I was scared
of my family. I had been accused of being the one
who led my mum far from ancestor worship. I
became more encouraged after my mum’s conversion,
trusting that if God was able to free her from the
bondage she had been in, He would be able to do
the same to my entire people.
Pray for new believers in Madagascar to have strong
faith.—SB, guest writer
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DAY

03

rev 3:8, NIV

I know your deeds. See, I
have placed before you an
open door that no one can
shut. I know that you have
little strength, yet you have
kept my word and have not
denied my name.
Pray that the believers of
Africa who are regarded by
the world as having “little
strength” will keep his word
and be faithful to take his
name to the unreached in
their region.

ROSINA FERDINANDO, CONTINUED

I

should have been a
teacher. But the Lord
had shown me clearly that
he wanted me to serve him
full time with the student
ministry. This was not an
easy decision because my
family saw me as the one
they could rely on to help
them with finances after my studies. My mum
called me a foolish girl who caused them shame
in the community. But I had said yes to Jesus. I
did student ministry for many years, discipling
and seeing many students growing in faith and
becoming obedient, faithful leaders.
Later the Lord opened the door for me to serve
among my own Sakalava people, leading a group of
missionaries from Africa Inland Mission (AIM),
where he allowed us to see a group of Sakalava
people become believers. We then trained them as
leaders. The Lord later encouraged me not to just
focus on my own people, but to serve him among
all groups of people in Madagascar. I was called to
work with many missionaries in AIM and build
relationships with many mission organizations
and churches.
I am encouraged by the words from Rev 3:8a:
“These are the words of him who is holy and true,
who holds the key of David. What he opens no
one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.”
Pray that the missionaries being raised up in Africa
today will persevere even when Satan tries to shut the
door in their faces.—SB
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MWALI PEOPLE OF THE COMORO IS.
(This story illustrates attitudes
of this people group.)
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Is 55:11, NIV
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he young Mwali
man read the neatly
typed manuscript as the
missionary sat on the other
side of a long table in the
large room, writing notes
TANZANIA
ZAMBIA
COMORO IS.
as he read from a book. The
E
young man read aloud in
BIQU
ZAM
O
his own language. “In the
M
beginning God created the
heavens and the earth…”
He gazed at the missionary.
“Your text says God took
seven days to create the universe.” The missionary,
a middle-aged man, set aside his writing tablet.
“Yes it does.” “I’m confused,” said the young man.
“I’m a Muslim. I was taught that Allah created the
universe in a moment of time. At the university I
was taught that the universe just evolved.”

… so is my word that goes
out from my mouth: It will
not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what
I desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it.
Pray that as God’s word
becomes more available
to the Mwali people it will
result in an openness to
the Lord.

The Muslim Mwalis live on the Comoro Islands.
There are few, if any, followers of Jesus among them.
Missionaries are translating the books of Genesis,
Exodus, Mark, and Acts into the Mwali language,
a task that will probably take years. About a dozen
Mwalis have become curious about these books and
now often meet with the members of the translation
team. Some of them have begun following Christ.
Pray that the Bible translation team will be protected
from disease, danger, and persecution. Pray for accuracy
in these translations. May these translations lead Mwali
people to love and obey the Lord.—WK
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Rev 19:9, NIV

Then the angel said to
me, “Write this: Blessed
are those who are invited
to the wedding supper of
the lamb!” And he added,
“These are the true words
of God.”
Pray that the Nzwani people
will soon understand that
there will be a much more
important wedding than
any they have ever attended,
and that it will not be about
gaining personal social
status, but about giving
praise to the King of kings.

NZWANI PEOPLE OF THE COMORO IS
Cepparo_iStockPhotos
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(This story is intended to
illustrate the attitudes of
this people group.)

A

young Nzwani
couple and their
parents eagerly gathered outside the village
mosque, waiting for it to open so they could get
the paper work started. The groom-to-be gave his
bride a nervous smile, and she shyly looked down
as her father started saying what she was afraid he
would say. “This wedding will be the biggest this
village has ever seen! There will be lots of food;
both lobster and filet mignon.” She knew it was not
out of generosity that he was making such promises.
Such bragging provided status for her father. She
would hear quite a bit more of this from both
parents as the “big wedding season” stretched out
into three months.
The Muslim Nzwani people live on Clove Island,
one of the Comoro islands. There are few, if any,
followers of Jesus Christ among them. Each year
for one month Nzwani teenagers prepare to take
part in the Big Wedding Season, forgetting about
everything else.
Pray that members of the Nzwani people would
understand that social status is fleeting, and they need
to look to spiritual matters for fulfilment. Ask God to
provide the contacts needed for missionaries who work
among the Nzwani to effectively learn that language,
so the Bible can be fully translated. A few Ndwani
have begun to follow Christ. Pray that they would
be filled with the Holy Spirit and draw others to the
savior.—WK
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DAY

NGAZIDJA PEOPLE OF THE COMOROS
(This story is intended to
illustrate the attitudes of
this people group.)

T

he Ngazidja man
walked past the huts
of his village, curious
about the singing
coming from one of them. They were singing about
someone named Isa. He walked up to the open door
of the hut and saw people sitting in rows, gazing at
books they held in their hands. Several foreigners
were among them. The man shook his head and
walked away, not understanding what was going on.
He didn’t realize the books were hymnals, and the
foreigners were missionaries. The young man had
never attended a Christian church service before.
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NUM 23:19, NIV

God is not a man, so he
does not lie. He is not
human, so he does not
change his mind. Has he
ever spoken and failed to
act? Has he ever promised
and not carried it through?
Pray that the Ngazidja
people will soon worship the
God of action!

The Ngazidja people live on the Comoro Islands,
located in the Indian Ocean. They are a Muslim
people group. Only a few Ngazidja have become
followers of Jesus Christ. In recent years Bible
translation work has begun among this people
group. The translation team has learned enough
of the language to compose worship songs. The
singing of these hymns has created curiosity among
Ngazidja Muslims.
Pray for God’s anointing on those writing worship songs
so that their songs will connect with the local people.
May songs of praise spark a movement to Christ among
this people group. Pray that the few Ngazidja believers
will continue to find the courage to worship openly.
Pray that the Bible translation work would continue
unhindered.—WK
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DAY

Is 43:18-19, NLT
But forget all that—it is
nothing compared to what
I am going to do. For I am
about to do something
new. See, I have already
begun! Do you not see
it? I will make a pathway
through the wilderness.
I will create rivers in the
dry wasteland.
Pray that throughout this
month the Lord will do
something in your heart,
so you will anticipate
his mighty acts on the
Comoro Islands.

SHIBUSHIS OF THE COMORO IS
Insularis

07

T

he island
of Maore is
beautiful! Lush forests
rise and fall with
the hills, forming
a striking contrast
with the turquoise
Enjoy this view of Maore!
coastal waters, quickly
deepening to the bluest azure. But to the couple
who had just arrived on this French territory of the
Comoros Islands, the beauty was overshadowed by
uncertainty.
They came in answer to a call. God had set in
their hearts the Shibushi tribe, one of the main
peoples of Maore Island. At this point there are no
disciples of Christ among this people group.

The young husband and wife had left their home to
travel to this unfamiliar part of the world. Though
they were sure of their task, difficulties still
loomed. Bureaucracy had to be navigated such as
residency papers, a driver’s license, car insurance.
They were expecting the arrival of a child, a great
joy, but also a responsibility more pressing in their
new situation.
In all, they hoped to proclaim Christ to the
Shibushi through their example. A family devoted
to Jesus would be a powerful testimony to the
kingdom of God. Though hard work and many
adversities stood in their way, God’s salvation
accomplished in the lives of the people of Maore
would be worth it all.

Pray that this couple will display Christ to the Shibushi
and continue to do so with joy, no matter what the
circumstances. Pray that through them God’s Spirit
would do a great work and bring the Shibushi people to
repentance and salvation.—WM
16

DAY

(This story is intended
to illustrate the
attitudes of this people
group.)

A

rissa wasn’t
ready for
the question that
came from her
six-year-old daughter Damia, but she knew it would
come sooner or later. “Mommy, why are the other
girls in my school black, and I look so different from
them?” Arissa took Damia in her lap and began to
tell her why. “Way back, hundreds of years ago, our
great-great-great-great grandparents came here to the
Comoro Islands from Malaysia, a beautiful country
in the far east. They came, they worked hard, they
traded. Some grew spices so people all over the world
could enjoy tasty food. And they always worshipped
Allah, whether they were in Malaysia or here.”

Create Intl

MALAYS ON THE COMORO ISLANDS

08

Is 42:4, NIV

… he will not falter or
be discouraged till he
establishes justice on earth.
In his teaching the islands
will put their hope.
Pray that the Malay peoples
in Africa will put their hope
in the inevitable salvation of
the Lord.

Arissa told her most of the story, but not all of it.
Some Malays came as traders and merchants, but
others came as slaves to do the hardest work with
almost no benefit. Just like in Malaysia and Indonesia
where they first came from, the Malays are Muslim,
but they blend Islam with traditional religion and
superstitions. They believe in curses, the power to do
harm through the evil eye, and in powerful, wicked
spirits as well as Allah.
Pray that believers in Africa will send someone to tell the
Malay people about the Christ who came that we would
have life to the fullest, and not have to be in bondage to
fear.—KC
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DAY

09

PUNJABI SIKHS IN MAURITIUS
(This story is intended to illustrate
facts about this people group.)

Is 49:1, NIV

Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant
nations: Before I was born
the Lord called me; from
my mother’s womb he has
spoken my name.
Pray that the Punjabis in
Mauritius will hear and
respond to the words of
true prophets like Isaiah.
He was called by God to tell
the church of his wonders
among the nations.

Bay of
Bengal

Arabian
Sea

Amritsar
Ludhiana

Himachal
Pradesh

Punjab
Haryana

“I

t’s nice to meet you, Simar!”
The Punjabi Sikh from
India shook hands with a local
Sikh while waiting for a bus in
Port Louis, Mauritius. “This is
my first visit and I’m curious
about our people in Mauritius.
What is your story?”

Simar replied, “Originally
my great-great-great grandparents were sent here
by the British in 1846. They worked on the sugar
plantations. My father became successful working
in banking, and I’m working in the trading market.
Would you like to come to my home and meet my
family? We have a beautiful home near the beach.”
With a population of almost two million, the
Punjabis (almost all are Sikh) in Mauritius are
economically and professionally very successful. They can be found working in the areas of
commerce, trading, banking, tourism, politics,
teaching, and medicine.
Sikhism has its roots in the teachings of Guru
Nanak. The basic principles are honest hard work,
and helping others in need. Sikhs in Mauritius are
friendly, but most of them are not open to discussing spiritual matters regarding the claims of Jesus.
Pray that the Sikhs of Mauritius will have ears to hear
the teachings of Jesus. Pray there will soon come a time
when they will be discipled in his ways.—PD
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DAY

10

MARATHI SPEAKERS IN MAURITIUS
(This story is intended to illustrate
attitudes of this people group.)

H

Rev 1:9, NET
Arabian

immat, a Hindu Marathi
Sea
speaker in Mauritius, spoke
with passion as he was interviewed
after receiving the second-best
actor’s award by the International
Theater Institute on World Theater
Day. “I am confident that the
future of theater in Mauritius is
Maharashtra
bright, and we will be able to shine
even on the international scene.
Determined, I started writing my
own scripts and created a new
theater club. Over the past years, my team and I won
several awards. I’m a faithful Hindu; before I write
or act I always give offerings to Ganesh, the lord of
obstacles. When I get stuck in my writing, Ganesh
clears the way.”

Bay of
Bengal

I, John, your brother and
the one who shares with
you in the persecution,
kingdom, and endurance
that are in Jesus, was on
the island called Patmos
because of the word of
God and the testimony
about Jesus.
Pray that the Marathi
speakers on the island of
Mauritius will listen to the
words that the Apostle John
spoke 2,000 years ago. Pray
that they will respond by
devoting their lives to Christ.

Although the 17,000 Hindu Marathas comprise
a minority group in Mauritius they have made
important contributions to the economic, social,
political, and cultural development of the country.
They are devoted Hindus who faithfully celebrate all
the festivals to Hindu gods. They are not open to the
gospel. Hindus who put their faith in Jesus are often
rejected and persecuted by those who are closest to
them such as friends and family members.
Pray that the Marathi speakers will have their eyes open
to the truth of Jesus.—PD
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DAY

11

Ps 145:1-4, RSV

I will extol thee, my God
and king, and bless thy
name for ever and ever.
Every day I will bless
thee, and praise thy name
for ever and ever. Great
is the Lord, and greatly
to be praised, and his
greatness is unsearchable.
One generation shall laud
thy works to another,
and shall declare thy
mighty acts.
Pray for the Hindus of
Mauritius to recognize the
greatness of God and tell of
his works to others.

HINDUS IN MAURITIUS

R

achit, a
Mauritian,
had never felt
the peace and
happiness he
was experiencing
as he prepared
A South Asian man
to be baptized
by his new
Christian friend Robert. He and his wife and
children had been practicing Hindus all their
lives until they came to accept Jesus through the
witness of Robert and his friends. After asking
the Lord to forgive him of his sins, especially all
the years he had worshiped hundreds of Hindu
gods, Rachit was baptised by Robert. Smiling,
Rachit came up from the water and motioned
to his wife, Meesha and their three children to
come into the water. Robert baptized each of
them. After this another family was baptized.
The Christians rejoiced with the new believers,
and they made plans to come together each
week for a Bible study.
Over 47 percent of the Mauritians are practicing
Hindus. An evangelical team has found success
in reaching some of them through helping
the poor with outreach programs related to
education. Home churches are growing as
believers are training others to share their
testimonies and start Bible studies.
Thank God for what he is doing among Hindus
in Mauritius! Pray for the Holy Spirit to draw
thousands more to his loving arms.—PD

20

GUJARATIS IN MOZAMBIQUE AND
MADAGASCAR

H

anif, a Gujarati
merchant,
migrated as a young
man to Saudi Arabia.
But after 24 years,
he moved with his
wife and daughter to
Mozambique, where
he opened a provision
store. His dream of
success in Africa was
cut short six years
later when assailants entered his house, snatched two
cell phones and a laptop from his wife and daughter,
then fatally shot Hanif. This was, unfortunately, not
an isolated incident, but part of a spate of attacks on
Gujarati immigrants.

DAY

12

2 Chr 14:11b, NET
Help us, O Lord our God, for
we rely on you and have
marched on your behalf
against this huge army. O
Lord our God, don’t let men
prevail against you!
Pray for God to act on behalf
of the Gujaratis to protect
them from dangerous
criminals. Ask God to give
them the chance to take
refuge in the Lord.

Many Gujarati merchants and their families live in
Mozambique and Madagascar. Endowed with savvy
business skills and dedicated to financial success,
they flourish wherever they transplant themselves.
The Bible is available in Gujarati, but the people
need to meet believers who can live out a different
definition of success.
Ask God to humble these Gujarati businessmen to see
their need for repentance and salvation so that they
might spread the gospel to their families. Ask for strength,
protection, and boldness for the handful of Gujarati
believers in the face of rejection by their communities.
Pray for a seminar in Madagascar that plans to bring
together people interested in ministering to Gujaratis.
Pray for a Christian agency that organizes sports and
English language clubs for youths.—CMW
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13

Ps 37:1-6, RSV

Fret not yourself because of
the wicked, be not envious
of wrongdoers! For they
will soon fade like the
grass and wither like the
green herb. Trust in the
Lord, and do good; so you
will dwell in the land, and
enjoy security. Take delight
in the Lord, and he will
give you the desires of your
heart. Commit your way to
the Lord; trust in him, and
he will act. He will bring
forth your vindication as
the light, and your right as
the noonday.
Pray that the North Koreans
in Africa will learn that
trust in the Lord is the most
wonderful security they can
ever experience.

NORTH KOREANS IN MADAGASCAR

T

here is another Asian
group living in
Madagascar, and many of
Sea of
them came in the name
Japan
of art. According to the
Calvert Journal, “North
Pacific
Ocean
Korea [exported] plans,
workers, and materials
to Africa completely free
CHINA
of charge; only since the
year 2000 has the North
Korean state received
NORTH
KOREA
payment for its efforts …
Korea
In the 1970s, North Korea
Bay P’yongyang
supported Madagascar by
S. KOREA
building the presidential
Iavoloha Palace and agricultural waterways
free of charge. So today, Madagascar considers
North Korea a "close ally." Madagascans over 60
express their respect for North Korea’s founder,
Kim Il-sung, without hesitation. Even though
Pyongyang long ago severed ties with the world
at large, Madagascar remains home to “a legacy of
North Korean arms and military support.”
Fifteen thousand North Koreans live in
Madagascar. Almost all of them are non-religious
and the community is considered unreached.
Plentiful gospel resources are available in Korean.
Pray that these resources will make their way into the
hands and the hearts of the unsaved. Please pray that
the estimated one percent who profess Christ will be
emboldened to share the gospel with their non-religious
neighbors. Ask God to do for the North Koreans what
he has already done for South Koreans—give them
faith!—CMW

22

DAY

(This fictional account
is intended to explain
the challenges facing
this people group.)

McIninch

ANTAKARANA IN MADAGASCAR

“W

e ask, O
Lord, that
you would reveal
yourself as the almighty one throughout the sacred
mountain. Break down the stronghold of Satan and
free the Antakarana to worship you.” More nodding.
Several soft amens…

14

Ps 5:2, NET

Pay attention to my cry for
help, my king and my God,
for I am praying to you!
Pray that the Lord will
answer prayer for the
Antakarana people to be
helped and delivered by
the savior.

As the small mission team huddled together in a
hut in northern Madagascar interceding for the
Antakarana people, what they did not see and could
not have known was that their prayers were being
answered. Always faithful, God had heard them
and, in response, was softening the hearts of strategic
members of this unreached people group, speaking
to them by his Holy Spirit, calling them out from
darkness into his unquenchable light.
Approximately 400,000 Antakarana people live in
the northern part of Madagascar, speaking their
own language rather than the official language. They
are almost all Muslim. Along with Islam, they also
worship ancestors. As one mission organization put it,
“Every detail of their lives is controlled by a complicated system of taboos and ceremonies. One mistake
could bring the curses of the ancestors upon them.”
Pray for the Antakaranas to be released from the bondage
of Islam and ancestor worship, and make them willing to
enter the spiritual freedom of the savior. Pray for the Lord
to raise up many people to pray for the Antakarana people
daily.—CL
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15

MAORE COMORIANS IN
MADAGASCAR

Is 42:16, NLT

(This fictional account is

I will lead blind Israel down
a new path, guiding them
along an unfamiliar way. I
will brighten the darkness
before them and smooth
out the road ahead of them.
Yes, I will indeed do these
things; I will not forsake
them.

challenges facing this

Pray that the peoples who
have been uprooted in Africa
will put their hope in the
God who will give them an
eternal home, one that is far
superior to any they could
imagine.

intended to explain the
people group.)

“W

hen can we go
home?” the

little girl whined. “We’re going home,” her mother

answered wearily. It had been a long day in the market
selling produce, and now they were pushing the cart
toward their modest house. “No,” the girl argued,

“Home to the Comoros.” Her mother stopped and

just looked at her daughter. “Madagascar is our home
now,” she said with resignation in her voice. “But

what about grandmother and grandfather? When will
we see them?” The mother shrugged and continued

pushing the cart. “I don’t know, honey. I don’t know.”
The Comorian people living in diaspora are not

refugees of war, they are victims of a failing economy.
Approximately 5,100 have sought financial refuge in
nearby Madagascar.

Like many of the other residents of Madagascar, the
Comorian people are Muslim, but mix in a liberal

amount of folk religious elements. They believe in and
practice the use of charms, magic, and curses.

Pray for the Comorians to be delivered from the shackles

of animism and Islam, and that they will be introduced to
the kingdom of God. Pray for the Lord to bring them both
spiritual and economic prosperity.—CL
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DAY

16

YEMENI ARABS IN MADAGASCAR

M

adagascar, the
world’s fourth
largest island, is one
of its poorest nations.
Seeking temporary
respite from their lives,
many in Madagascar
visit “coiffeurs,” or local
barbershops, to chat,
relax, and chew khat, a
plant that produces a short
high. The effects of khat
are compared to drinking
several cups of strong
coffee, effective for staying
awake or stimulating
conversation.

Jn 10:10, NIV

Indian
Ocean

U.A.E.
SAUDI ARABIA

Red
Sea

Sana'a
Aden

The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may
have life, and have it to
the full.
Pray that the Yemeni Arabs
would understand the stark
difference between Satan’s
bait and the true abundance
that Jesus offers.

N

YEME

Gulf of Aden

Khat chewing is intrinsic to social life for Yemeni
Arabs in Yemen as well as in Madagascar. One
Yemeni khat merchant describes it as “alcohol for
Muslims.” Though it is legal in Madagascar and
permitted by Islam, khat is an expensive habit with
long-term spiritual and economic consequences.
Khat chewing might be considered morally neutral
in Yemeni Arab culture, but like all other addictions, its illusory comforts present a distortion of
rest and a lie to its users. Jesus intends to lead his
people into richly satisfying lives, and recreational
drugs stand in the way of that abundance.
Pray for the Yemeni Arabs to receive liberation from
addictions to khat. Pray that Jesus would reveal himself
as a source of true rest. Pray for amazing encounters
with Jesus that would make the temptations of this
world fade away.—EC
25

DAY

How can a young person
maintain a pure life? By
guarding it according to
your instructions!
Pray that the JESUS Film
viewings in Madagascar will
result in tens of thousands
putting their trust in the
words of the Bible.

T

here is a way to help
non-believers to read
the Gospel of Luke: Have
them see the JESUS Film
in their own language!
Through the faithful efforts
of videographers venturing
into
rural villages, the seeds
TANZANIA
ZAMBIA
COMORO IS.
of the gospel are bearing
E
fruit
in Madagascar. A team
U
BIQ
ZAM
MO
led by a man named Max
presented the JESUS Film
in Malagasy (Madagascar’s
official language) to a
village where crocodile and
ancestor worship was rampant. Max’s family lived
with the villagers for two weeks, learning about
their customs and building trust and friendship.
When the team presented the film, the first the
villagers had ever seen, the audience was at first
overwhelmed by the crucifixion scene, and then
overcome with joy at Jesus’ resurrection. When Max
and his team invited the villagers to follow Jesus
and offered prayer for deliverance from darkness,
nearly every person said yes. The church-planting
film teams are continuing their work over the course
of the next six months in Madagascar, visiting new
villages, forming relationships, and sowing the
seeds of the gospel.
MAD
AGA
SCA
R

Ps 119:9, NET

JESUS FILM IN MADAGASCAR

ZIMBABWE

17

Pray that God would accomplish his purposes through
their ministry and that the word of God would take
root in the hearts of the people. Pray that there will be
many who will be discipled in the ways of Jesus, and
that his ways would be shared far and wide throughout
Madagascar.—EC
26
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18

KOTI PEOPLE OF MOZAMBIQUE

N

Is 60:9, NET

TANZANIA

E
BIQU
ZAM
O
M

COMORO IS.

MAD
AGA
SCA
R

ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE

o self-respecting tourist
would want to visit
Angoche, a dilapidated,
remote town in Mozambique.
The Kotis, one of the
poorest ethnic groups in
Mozambique, live in Angoche
surrounded by armed conflict,
a failing economy, and a
dearth of natural resources.
About one in a hundred are
believers, and the rest are
Muslim.

Despite this gloomy picture,
Julian and Annie visit often. Julian is helping the
Koti people build their own community center. Julian
reports, “The new buildings are providing for the
needs in the community such as education, health,
hygiene, and linguistics. Another significant measure
is the continuity of commitment and engagement
from the community of faith and hundreds of people
continuing to become followers of Isa.” Julian sums
up his experience among the Koti like this, “Having
spent a challenging week with my friends who fed
us from their empty tables, I would say … they are
more than worth it!” He went on to tell of a young
couple who moved eight hours up the coast to reach
the unreached in a location where there is no drinking
water within eight miles. The Kotis have translations
of some Bible portions in their language. There are no
audio recordings of scripture teaching available.

Indeed, the coastlands
look eagerly for me, the
large ships are in the lead,
bringing your sons from
far away, along with their
silver and gold, to honor
the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, for he has
bestowed honor on you.
As we pray for the peoples
on the coastlands of Africa,
pray that they will put
their trust in the Lord their
true God.

Pray for boldness, discernment, and protection for new
Koti believers as they reach out to their neighbors.—AS
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DAY

19

Ex 6:6, NIV

Therefore, say to the
Israelites: “I am the Lord,
and I will bring you out
from under the yoke of
the Egyptians. I will free
you from being slaves to
them, and I will redeem
you with an outstretched
arm and with mighty acts
of judgment.”
Pray that the Mwani
people will long for being
freed from the bondage of
spiritual slavery.

MWANI PEOPLE OF MOZAMBIQUE

T

he Mwani
people tell
stories of Muslim
traders who
invaded their land
1,100 years ago. The
entire Mwani tribe
became Muslim so
they could avoid being enslaved. Now the Mwani call
themselves Muslim, but they also follow an African
traditional religion. Mwani means “beach,” so not
surprisingly, this 105,000 strong group of fishermen
and farmers live close to the water along a 200-mile
stretch of the northern Mozambican coastline.
The New Testament has been translated into Mwani,
but most of them cannot read their own language.
Fortunately, there is an audio recording on-line.
Global Recordings Network (GRN) has audio Bible
teaching in four dialects of Mwani, and the JESUS
Film is also available in their language.
Ten years ago a team of evangelists planted the
gospel seed among them that has blossomed into a
harvest. A missionary couple has planted a church
among them. Two established mission organizations, CAPRO (a Nigerian mission agency)
and AIM Int’l., are now training Mozambican
missionaries. A Christian radio station, Radio
Nuru, now broadcasts in Mwani.
Praise the Lord for many new Mwani believers! Pray
that mission efforts among them will bear much fruit.
Pray that Mozambican churches will support their new
missionaries with faithful prayer and finances.—AS

28

MAKHUWA NAHARAS PEOPLE OF
MOZAMBIQUE

DAY

T

1 kings 8:37-40, NLT

he Makhuwa are a
major population
group in Mozambique,
comprising up to 40
percent of the population. The Nahara are
a Makhuwa subgroup
who live along the
northern coast of the
nation. They are fishermen by trade. Because they live
by the coast, many of these villages are only accessible
by boat, making it hard to reach them. Being a very
conservative people who dislike change as well as a
dishonest people who distrust others, they tend not
to connect well with outsiders. In addition, they place
no value on modern education, and this has consequences. They have an exceptionally low educational
level and little input from the outside world.
Religiously, the Nahara are rooted in Islam, although
many are lacking in understanding of their religion.
What results is a blend of Islam and animism, similar
to what can be found in other regions of Africa. Due
to the high concentration of ancestor worship in the
Makhuwa Nahara culture, there is much reliance on
witchdoctors, whom they consult in a vain attempt to
protect against their high infant mortality rate.
Pray that the Makhuwa Nahara people would be open
to hearing about Christ and his ways. Ask the Lord to
call more workers to the harvest, especially from nearby
groups of believers. Pray that the Makhuwa Nahara
people would be open to education, and that they would
put their trust in Christ rather than in the power of
witchdoctors.—BK

20

If there is a famine in
the land or a plague or
crop disease or attacks of
locusts or caterpillars, or if
your people’s enemies are
in the land besieging their
towns—whatever disaster
or disease there is—and
if your people Israel pray
about their troubles,
raising their hands toward
this temple, then hear from
heaven where you live, and
forgive. Give your people
what their actions deserve,
for you alone know each
human heart. Then they
will fear you as long as they
live in the land you gave to
our ancestors.
Pray that whatever the Lord
is using to drive or draw the
Makhuwa Nahara people
of Mozambique to himself,
they will respond with
repentance, believing he will
act to save them.

29

DAY

ProV 20:12, NET
Ears to hear and eyes to
see—both are gifts from
the Lord.

A

lthough they trace their
history to the northern
hill country of Mozambique,
the majority of the Yao people
now live in Malawi. Much of the
migration took place in the 1800s
due to famine and tribal division.
They soon become traders of
TANZANIA
ZAMBIA
COMORO IS.
ivory and slaves with their Arab
MALAWI
neighbors. The Yao never united.
UE
BIQ
ZAM
MO
Instead they remained under the
rule of local chieftains. Today
they continue to live in compact
villages under traditional headmen. Primarily an agricultural
people in the modern world, the Yao use slash-andburn techniques to grow their primary crops. They
grow corn, sorghum, beans, and peanuts for food, and
tobacco as a cash crop.
ZIMBABWE

Pray for these gifts to come
to the Yao people of Africa.

YAO MUSLIMS OF MALAWI

MAD
AGA
SCA
R

21

The famous David Livingstone was a witness to
the slave trade in Malawi, and his reports spurred a
mission movement into the area. As with all areas
under British control, the lucrative slave trade ended
in Malawi in 1859, stemming the nation’s influx of
wealth. Not much more than a decade later, Islam
began to move in, becoming the dominant religion of
the Yao people by 1920.
Pray that Yao Muslims would receive a revelation of
the Lord Jesus through dreams, visions, and through the
word. Pray that they will have open ears and hearts to
embrace the savior. Pray for success for the groups who are
laboring to reach the Yao. Pray for indigenous believers to
be raised up to disciple the Yao people.—BK

30

DAY

22

ZARAMO PEOPLE OF TANZANIA

Ex 14:13, NIV

(This story is intended to illustrate aspects of Zaramo beliefs.)

Moses answered the
people, “Do not be afraid.
Stand firm and you will see
the deliverance the Lord
will bring you today. The
Egyptians you see today
you will never see again.”

K

DEM.
REP.
OF THE
CONGO

UGANDA

KENYA

TANZANIA
Dar Es Salaam
ZAMBIA

Indian Ocean

uo walked carefully down
the path to the cave of
Kolelo. He didn’t want to fall
and drop the black goat he was
carrying for the sacrifice. The
medicine man was waiting
for him at the cave’s entrance.
Suddenly, he felt a gust of
wind and heard the rustling
of leaves. He began to shake.
Surely this was a bad omen!

MOZAMBIQUE

Pray that the Zaramo people
will seek the deliverance
of the Lord for all who call
upon his name.

The Zaramo people dwell in a horseshoe shaped
area around the coastal city of Dar es Salaam in
Tanzania. They are poorly educated, and their
lives are filled with fear. They sense witchcraft and
evil in everyday events, which is a major handicap
for believers who witness to them. They view
Christianity as the religion of “outsiders.” Primarily,
they practice a type of folk Islam, mixing in appeasement of evil spirits, which they see in everything.
Kolelo is the main spirit.
The Zaramo have a huge celebration when a baby
girl is born because they are a matrilineal society
with the inheritance of land passing down through
the females. It is not uncommon for a Zaramo man
to have several wives. He gets to enjoy more land!
Pray for believers living among the Zaramo to be fearless
witnesses as they share with them the many “ fear nots” of
faith. Pray for Christ-centered churches to spring up that
lead to discipleship.—JS
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23

ps:65:11, NIV

You crown the year with
your bounty, and your carts
overflow with abundance.
Pray that the peoples of
East Africa will understand
that abundance comes from
the Lord.

FARMING GOD’S WAY

M

issionaries and
non-government
organizations (NGOs)
around the world are
taking advantage of
“Farming God’s Way,”
a technique for enriching the soil and crop yield
of farmers all over the world. Africa is the most
poverty-stricken continent on earth, home to 750
million subsistence farmers who often cannot feed
their families much less sell enough to exist. This
organization believes that Farming God’s Way
is the solution for turning Africa from being the
“begging bowl” to the “breadbasket of the world.”
They quote Hosea 4:14b, “My people perish
because of a lack of knowledge.” They are sharing
the solution with the poorest of the poor of many
unreached peoples, and success stories abound.
This technique involves no plowing, 100 percent
mulch covers (referred to as God’s blanket), and
crop rotation. Hard rock earth covered with
mulch for several years has turned into nutrient
rich soil. The testimonies abound for Farming
God’s Way. It is given as a gift to denominations
and mission agencies that are employing its
methods to meet the physical needs of the poor.
These groups then also share God’s other gifts
with these tribes, including salvation in his Son,
Jesus Christ.
Pray that this farming technique will literally be the
physical salvation for the poorest of the poor in many
unreached people groups. Pray for this revelation to
lead them to hunger for all of God’s truth.—JS

32

DAY

THE DISTANT BOAT MOVIE

H

ow do we reach
the whole
world for Christ as
the great commission
commands? We send
missionaries to share
the good news. The
Western world has taken the lead in the missionary
movement, but now is the time for benefactors of
mission efforts to become senders and goers themselves! Africa still has over 900 unreached people
groups. The churches in Tanzania and Kenya are well
established, but are disproportionally absent in the
work of making disciples “among all nations.”
A new film project, "The Distant Boat" wants to
change that. "The Distant Boat" is a feature-length
movie drama with an aim to stir the heart of the
African church toward greater involvement in
frontier missions. Movies are greatly loved in Africa.

24

Is 43:18-19, NET
Don’t remember these
earlier events; don’t recall
these former events.
Look, I am about to do
something new. Now
it begins to happen! Do
you not recognize it?
Yes, I will make a road in
the desert and paths in
the wilderness.
Pray that believers who
watch “The Distant Boat”
will anticipate the Lord
working through them to
build his kingdom!

The story revolves around a young urban Kenyan,
Max, who has it all—a dream job, a best friend, and
the woman he hopes to marry; but in the midst of
a personal crisis he meets Yusef and his people who
have no church and no Christian witness. Yusef is
a fisherman who saves Max’s life, but Max realizes
someone needs to save Yusef ’s life spiritually. Max
realizes that God might be calling him to be a
missionary.
Pray that this film will wake up African believers to their
responsibility to share with their unsaved countrymen
the person of Jesus Christ. Pray that many Africans will
become senders and goers.—JS

33

DAY

25

Is 5:16, NIV

But the Lord Almighty
will be exalted by his
justice, and the holy God
will be proved holy by his
righteous acts.
Pray that the imams who
come in contact with the
Lees will understand that it
is the Lord who is righteous
and just.

AFRICAN MUSLIM DIALOGUES

M

uslims often have many
physical and material
needs that should be addressed
before they are ready to hear
what Jesus has for them.
Ugandan Muslims are sorely
in need of medical attention
SUDAN
and help with improving their
CONGO
agricultural yields. Carol and
UGANDA
Jacob Lee work in both these
KENYA
Kampala
areas. They were privileged
Lake
Victoria
to be invited by top Islamic
RWANDA
TANZANIA
imams to dialogue with them
about their religions—Islam
and Christianity. One astute imam shared a
common thought that both he and the Lees believe:
“Being rude to the person to whom you are explaining your beliefs does no good thing in winning
them to your side.” In such a setting, Christians and
Muslims give one another a fair hearing.
Jacob, given the first slot of time, decided to explain
the gospel in story form, the setting being a rural
village, something to which all could relate. The
Ugandans in this area desperately need medical
attention. Malaria is one of their chief problems.
The Lees always bring anti-malaria meds when they
visit. Another real need is help in improving their
crop yields. A co-worker with the Lees shared with
the group, “Growing Bananas as a Business,” a topic
which had been requested by several Muslims at the
last dialogue. She shared with them all aspects of
drip irrigation during the dry season.
Pray that future dialogues with the imams will open
their eyes to all that Jesus has to offer them and their
communities.—JS

34

DAY

DAASANACH PEOPLE

G

od is doing mighty
work among the
peoples of Ethiopia! An
enormous national church
movement called the Kale
Hiwot Church (KHC)
trains believers from
several different people groups to plant churches.
SIM International’s focus in southern Ethiopia is
supporting these KHC efforts.
Donna, an SIM worker, reports that nationals
“learn and get to practice how to share the gospel
through story-telling, drama, and testimony.” The
results are significant: “For those from our area,
it has empowered them in a huge way, and they
are now effectively leading the church here and
reaching out to nearby villages.”

26

Acts 2:40-41, NLT
Then Peter continued
preaching for a long time,
strongly urging all his
listeners, “Save yourselves
from this crooked
generation!” Those who
believed what Peter said
were baptized and added
to the church that day—
about 3,000 in all.
Pray for a response like this
to happen when there is
outreach by the KHC and
SIM teams.

Donna and husband Dick have served the past
20 years among the Daasanach, one of the
unreached peoples targeted in the KHC/SIM
outreach. The Daasanach number about 90,000
in southern Ethiopia, northern Kenya, and South
Sudan. Semi-nomadic people, herding animals
and growing crops, they practice ethnic religions.
Along with The JESUS Film and gospel recordings
the Daasanach have the New Testament in their
language. In northern Kenya, there are four
reproducing Daasanach churches.
Praise God for what he is doing in Ethiopia and
Kenya! Ask also for believers to be trained to help lead
northern Kenya’s reproducing Daasanach congregations. Lift up Muga, who leads church planting
activities, as well as SIM workers. Pray for the Lord’s
protection from false sects and teachers.—CR
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Ps 106:2, NET

Who can adequately
recount the Lord’s mighty
acts, or relate all his
praiseworthy deeds?
Pray that the Arabs of Kenya
will know that the Lord is
mighty, and his ways are
praiseworthy.

COASTAL KENYAN ARABS

S

ounds of the sea,
and fishing boats
sailing in with the
day’s catch wafted
on the soft breeze,
blowing the curtains of
the Arab home on the
Kenyan coast as Ali Victor whispered, “Allah,” into
his newborn son’s ear soon after his birth. It is the
first sound the child hears.
Kenyan Arabs are approximately 47,000 in
number. They live along the coast, inland, and
major urban centers throughout Kenya’s Lamu
Islands. They speak Swahili, and a coastal Arabic
dialect, Arabiya. Their farmers grow cereal grains,
vegetables, cotton, and raise livestock. Urbanites
are skilled as carpenters, barbers, or as religious
leaders. Some are teachers or doctors; others are
nomads, traveling with their herds.
Arab Kenyans are an unreached people, and some
believe in spirits, and practice magic during times
of crisis, despite their Islamic ways. Written, audio,
and visual resources are available to Kenyan Arabs
in Swahili and Arabic. However, prayer is the first
step toward seeing them reached with the gospel.
Pray that faithful servants will take the gospel to their
unreached neighbors. Ask the Lord to create a hunger
within the hearts of the Coastal Arabs to know and
receive the one who died in their place, paying their sin
penalty. Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches
among the Coastal Arabs that are defined by discipleship,
love, and obedience to Christ.—KH

36

DAY

SWAHILI PEOPLE
(This story illustrates
attitudes of this
group.)

B

adru quietly
entered the
mosque, nervously
fingering his secret
amulet containing carefully chosen verses from the
Qur’an for healing. His father was very ill and no
efforts of the teachers of Islam had worked. Perhaps
the Swahili medicine man who practiced divination
would be successful with the verses soaked in water,
since it literally contained the words of Allah. His
father would hopefully be strong enough to drink
that water and be restored.

28

2 chr 14:11b, NET
Help us, O Lord our God, for
we rely on you and have
marched on your behalf
against this huge army. O
Lord our God, don’t let men
prevail against you!
Pray that the Swahili
speakers will understand
that they need to cling to the
Lord, and no other “god” can
do what he does.

Swahili coastal Kenyans number 47,000. Ninety-four
percent practice Islam, and some of them mix old
ethnic religious customs. They have formed their
own dialects and cultural variations.
Swahili people manage small businesses, do clerical
work, and teach school. Those living in cities
sometimes own plantations that provide both their
income and their food supply. Others are farmers
who grow rice, sorghum, millet, and maize. Modern
medical clinics have been built in some areas.
Pray for God to move among the Swahili people. Over
100 of them attended Christmas parties given by a couple
and a single missionary on the Kenya coast in a very
Islamic area. Pray for many opportunities to begin new
Bible studies in homes as a result of those parties. Pray
for a team from “Farming God’s Way” to reach out to the
Swahili people (see day 23).—KH
37
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1 kings 18:39, esv
And when all the people
saw it, they fell on their
faces and said, “The Lord,
he is God; the Lord he
is God.”
Pray that the Aweer
people would have such
awe of the Lord that they
will acknowledge him as
their God.

AWEER PEOPLE OF KENYA

C

an you imagine
planting a field of
corn and having a herd
of cattle or a troop of
baboons destroy your
crop? That is something
that can and has happened
to the Aweer people of southeastern Kenya. The
Kenyan government has made killing game illegal
so the Aweer, also known as Boni, cannot kill the
animals that come to eat their grain, vegetables, and
fruit. Traditionally Aweer men shot game for food
and trade. Now they try to make a living carving
wooden items and serving as guides for safaris.
The Aweers live under extremely difficult conditions.
They have no running water, plumbing, natural gas or
electricity. Rainfall is unpredictable. Their wells are
dug near the Indian Ocean, so their drinking water
is sometimes brackish. As a result, Aweer women
frequently must walk long distances to obtain fresh
water. Only five per cent of Aweer children have
access to any education. According to recent sources,
very few Aweer are literate. The Aweer have no
opportunity to receive modern medical treatments,
and their life expectancy is only 45 years. They
practice a combination of Islam and folk religion.
Pray that the Lord sends his ambassadors to befriend the
Aweer people and help them with their educational and
medical needs. Pray that the project to translate the Bible
into the Aweer language would include helping them
learn to read and write. Pray that the few baptized Aweer
believers would grow strong in faith and share the gospel
with their people.—DK
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DAY

30

MISSION MOBILIZATION IN
RWANDA AND UGANDA

F

rom dry bones to beautiful
flowers; that describes the
church in Rwanda. In 1994,
fighting between two tribes in
this Christian nation turned
believers against believers.
However, the churches have
recovered, healed, and now they
are on track to obey what God
has for their inheritance!

ez 37:4-5, NIV

SUDAN
CONGO
UGANDA

Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones
and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of
the Lord! This is what the
sovereign Lord says to
these bones: I will make
breath enter you, and you
will come to life.’”

Gaining strength, the Rwandan
KENYA
Kampala
church is ready to share their
Lake
experience and God’s love with
Victoria
others. Now, the primary need
RWANDA
TANZANIA
is for mobilization and leadership development in the church.
Partnering ministries have been involved in training
up young men to take the truth to other communities. One of these young men was recently sent out
by a group of peers to join a ministry team in South
Sudan, which is itself a Christian nation at war with
itself right now. Rwandans are uniquely qualified to
show them the way back to Jesus.

Pray for the new life that
the Holy Spirit has blown
into the churches in
Rwanda and Uganda will
remain with them for years
to come.

In Uganda there is also a well-established church
needing mobilization to unreached people groups
(UPGs). As a national policy, Uganda has open arms
to receiving refugees from all over Africa, many of
whom are fleeing South Sudan.
Pray for the mobilization of the Ugandan church to
reach out to UPGs and see the biblical basis for mission.
Pray for an increase in biblically-based, Christ-centered
churches in Rwanda. Pray that the church in Rwanda
will send out more people to the unreached.—LR
39

DAY

31

Is 41:1, NET

F

our years ago, missionary
friends of GPD met 10
men from a 100 percent
Muslim community in
Ethiopia who were just
beginning to follow Isa
Al-Masih, Jesus the Messiah.
“They’ve been harassed and
ERITREA
YEMEN
jailed from time to time, but
their changed lives have
Addis Ababa
stirred up a lot of curiosETHIOPIA
ity,” the missionary friends
A
ALI
SOM
reported recently. “Last
summer they brought to us
four community leaders who wanted to know
more about Isa. They also decided to follow him.”
Red

Listen to me in silence, you
coastlands! Let the nations
find renewed strength! Let
them approach and then
speak; let us come together
for debate!

MUSLIMS IN ETHIOPIA

SUD
AN

Sea

As we move on to February
and pray for the Fulbe
peoples who live in West
Africa, pray that the peoples
of East Africa’s coastlands
will continue to hear the
Lord’s voice.

The women in the community were taught about
faith and sanitation, and are drastically improving
the hygiene, nutrition, and well-being of their
families. “We learned last week that all of this has
brought their community to a tipping point: there
is now no resistance at all to the good news!” the
missionaries reported with delight. Men, women,
and children are talking on the streets about
Isa Al-Masih. People are coming to faith in Isa
almost daily! Christians, who would have been
afraid to be seen in this village six months ago,
are now being publicly welcomed. Who would
have thought this could happen?
Praise God that his name is being praised where in the
past it could only have been whispered. Pray for the
Ethiopian church to be disciplers of unreached people
groups throughout their country.—LR
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Digest

Editorial

Dear Praying Friends,
Each month I join a Skype prayer meeting with
African mission leaders from the Movement for
African National Initiatives (MANI). These are the
experts on what we should be praying for in Africa,
and this time they made it clear that the Fulbe, better
known as the Fulani peoples, should be featured in
our prayer guide. We prayed for the Fulbe peoples
seven years ago, but these 27 million people need
much more prayer today because of recent events that
affect them directly.
At one time farmers and nomadic herders had
cooperated with one another (see day 7). Cattle
provided manure to fertilize crops, and the crops
provided food for the cattle. We call that symbiosis,
where two entities benefit one another. Unfortunately,
symbiosis has given way to violent rivalry. War and
drought have made the land less productive, and now
the two groups are competing for the same space.
The results are tragic, as our friends at MANI point
out. You might find the entries for our first nine days
to be almost redundant but the humanly impossible
situation needs to be addressed with prayer. Let’s join
our African brethren in praying for the Fulbe peoples.
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To Help You Pray Better

Fulbe by Any
Other Name
A

ccording to Peoples
on the Move the
Fulbe are the largest
nomadic group in the
world with a population
of about 27 million. The
Fulbe, also known as the
Fulani, the Fula, Peul,
or Pulao, are more like
a people group cluster
than one people group. They share related languages and live
scattered all over West Africa, reaching as far east as Sudan.
Yet many have migrated to Europe and the United States
where they can more easily be reached.
Who Are the Fulbe and Why Are They Important?

BY KEITH CAREY

• Historians don’t know for certain where the Fulbe
peoples originated since they had no written history
until the Arabs mentioned them in the 11th century, and
European sources began to write about them in the early
15th century. Most of the 21 countries that they live
in today are in West Africa. Generally, they live in the
Sahel Desert just south of the more arid Sahara Desert.
Others have migrated to places where water is more
abundant like northern Nigeria and Cameroon where
they intermarried with other tribes.
• The Fulbe have always been very powerful in Africa.
In the 17th and 18th centuries, but mainly in the 19th
century, they took control of much of West Africa
culminating in the Fulbe Empire, also known as the
Sokoto Caliphate. It was founded by Usman dan Fodio.
Unlike many conquering people, the Fulbe remained

Fulbe by Any Other Name

primarily nomadic livestock herders and traders, though through the
centuries some have become more settled and began farming. Those who
have remained nomadic often look down on those who have settled into
a farming lifestyle. Ironically, they depend on such farmers for millet and
other grains that they eat along with milk and meat from their herds.
Their wealth is in the size of their herds, and Fulbe people have been
known to steal livestock from those who can’t stop them from doing so.
Fulbe Values and Religion
• For centuries the Fulbe peoples have followed traditional African
religion which is animistic at its foundation. They believe in a supreme
god, who has little or no contact with humans. They believe that there
are supernatural forces that need to be controlled by following certain
traditions. If you follow the traditions of your ancestors, then things will
go well for you. But if you stray from the traditions or break taboos, you
are likely to wind up with sick livestock and other misfortunes. They are
also aware of using foresight and working good plans to ensure that their
lives are in order. They call this hakkilo, roughly translated as intelligence
or foresight.
• A second Fulbe value is called semteende, or reserve and modesty.
Children need to exercise semteende by behaving appropriately in front of
their parents, and spouses should maintain a certain amount of distance
from one another in public. The Fulbe people try not to speak out of
place or make false assumptions.
• A third moral value is munyal, which means exercising patience and
self-control. Fulbe people value keeping their emotions in check and
not overreacting, even in times of hardship and tragedy. To violate these
values, especially publicly, would bring shame on the Fulbe and more
importantly, on their family and clan. The Fulbe peoples will go to great
lengths to avoid shame.
• Combined, these virtues are known to the Fulbe as pulaaku, roughly
translated as “Fulbe-ness.” These virtues and the code of behavior that
goes with them are passed down from one generation to the next.

continued on next page

47

Fulbe by Any Other Name
Getting Settled and Becoming More Islamic
• The process of Islamization of the Fulbe has been going on for about a
thousand years. During that time, their traditional beliefs in supernatural
beings have been gradually replaced by faith in Allah. But even today,
those who live nomadic lifestyles tend to remain animistic. Those who are
settled as farmers or in cities are more dedicated to Islam. More on that
later. But for now, let’s briefly look at the process of Islamization among
the Fulbe.
• According to Dr. Moussa Bongoyok, a scholar who studied the ways of
the Fulbe, Islamization has gone hand in hand with the process of settling
into farming or urban lifestyles. He divides their history into four parts.
The first time period he calls the “Pre-Jihad Period” that began with their
founding as a people up to the 18th Century. The Fulbe were completely
animistic at that time. Almost all were nomadic or semi-nomadic
pastoralists. They lived in peace with neighboring tribes, and they seldom
had much of an impact on them.
• The second era began when they were exposed to Islam for the first time.
Initially they resisted embracing Islam, a religion that was brought to
them by Muslim conquerors. Though the Fulbe peoples moved further
south, they were eventually forced to accept Islam around 1030 AD.
However, most remained animistic, and they were not living in accordance
with Islamic teachings. That led to a period of jihad, which took place
during the 19th century. Islamic warriors, led by Usman dan Fodio, caused
the Fulbe to become more Islamic, and in the process, they established
Fulbe kingdoms. As Fodio’s forces expanded their jihad, they began to
impose orthodox Islam on Fulbe peoples and others who lived near them.
Powerful Hausa leaders opposed Fodio, but he was almost unstoppable at
that time. During the 18th century, Islam became an integral part of Fulbe
identity as their empire expanded. Fodio established the Sokoto Caliphate
in northern Nigeria, from which he conquered in the name of Islam land
in the south and east. (Bongoyok,  "The Sedentary Fulbe of Northern
Cameroon: Culture and Worldview")
• The third period that Bongoyok refers to is the European colonial period
that began in the 19th century and ended with African independence in
the 1960s. The French, British, and German colonizers quickly noticed
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Fulbe by Any Other Name
that Fulbe leaders were better
organizers than other local leaders.
Fulbe leaders already had power and
respect, so they were natural choices
as intermediaries between colonial
powers and the African population.
• The fourth period began with
independence and continues to the
present day. That time period has
brought about a loss of political power for the Fulbe. Bongoyok notes
that this could change in places like northern Nigeria where Sharia
(Islamic) Law is in effect.
The Fulbe Peoples Today
• The Fulbe peoples seem to be going two different directions in the 21st
century. Those who remain nomadic and pastoral look down on the ones
who have settled on farms and in cities. To them, these people have
compromised their Fulbe-ness. Furthermore, such urban dwellers do not
possess cattle, the measure of Fulbe wealth. Those who live in the cities
may despise the Fulbe who remain pastoral as being un-Islamic since the
animistic ways are more dominant than their Muslim practices.
• As time goes on, the Fulbe are more and more likely to settle in cities,
especially those who make their living through trade. Urban life is
posing serious challenges to their traditional values. Western and Arab
ways are replacing the ways of the Fulbe. They are becoming a thing of
the past for many who want to excel in their new urban environment.
Ironically, those who are more settled are likely to become more
dedicated to Islamic ways even though this often means becoming more
Arabized and militant in the process. As it stands today, the Fulbe are
instrumental in efforts to Islamize West Africa.
Let’s Pray!
• Pray that Fulbe people will understand that Jesus is the one they need to
guide them during this time of great changes.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will draw both rural and urban Fulbe to the
person of Jesus Christ.
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DAY

01

Lk 19:8-10, NET

But Zacchaeus stopped and
said to the Lord, “Look,
Lord, half of my possessions
I now give to the poor, and
if I have cheated anyone of
anything, I am paying back
four times as much!” Then
Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this
household, because he too
is a son of Abraham! For the
Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost.”
Pray that many wealthy
Fulbe people will, like
Zacchaeus, understand that
they don’t need to depend on
their wealth, and they must
submit to Christ.

TESTIMONY OF A FULBE (AKA,
FULANI) BELIEVER

S

omething didn’t
seem right to
Boubacar, (not his
real name) a wealthy
Fulbe man. Now that
his father was dead,
he was being offered
the chance to be the
traditional ruler of
his village. He would
have been given high status, but he declined.
Little did he know what was to come. A few
months after declining the high position, he
heard the gospel, and this wealthy Muslim put
his faith in Jesus. He said that “my conversion
to Christ was a bigger throne than that of a
traditional ruler.”
He knew that he needed to get grounded in the
word, so he went through discipleship training.
Soon he started a fellowship in his palace to
bring family members to Christ.
Boubacar suffered from diabetes, a disease that
eventually took his life. He gave his Bible to
his brother and said to him, “Take this Bible.
It is the word of God; make sure you read it
regularly.” His family had seen his life of faith
and love for the church, so they did not doubt
what he said. In fact, his utterances while on
a sick bed convinced them all the more that
Christ is the sure way to heaven.— Taken from a
report from a Nigerian missionary
Pray that when Fulbe people come to Christ, they
will understand the joy and peace that only he offers.

50

DAY

TESTIMONY, CONTINUED

O

n his sick bed,
Boubacar
pleaded with his
household not to
cry, because when
he dies he will go
to heaven. When
they were Muslims,
they thought salvation came from luck. Even their
Prophet Mohammed said he did not know where he
would go when he died. Boubacar’s family knew that
he went to heaven, not only because of his utterances
on his sick bed, but because of the life he lived after
he embraced Christ.

In support of this conviction that he made it to
heaven, one of our top female mission leaders
received a revelation from God confirming that
Boubacar was with Jesus. According to this
mission leader, when Boubacar died, she saw in a
dream a multitude of angels coming down from
heaven and filling the sky to the extent that you
could not even see it! In this vision, one of the
angels went to Boubacar’s grave and beckoned him
to come up, and immediately his soul came out
from the grave and a white robe was given to him
to wear. Then he flew with the angels to heaven.
The climax of this whole story was that a lot of
Fulbe who never heard the gospel before but only
Boubacar’s testimony decided to give their lives to
Christ after he died.— Taken from a report from a
Nigerian missionary

02

lk 7:12-13, NIV

As he approached the town
gate, a dead person was
being carried out—the
only son of his mother, and
she was a widow. And a
large crowd from the town
was with her. When the
Lord saw her, his heart
went out to her and he said,
“Don’t cry.”
Pray that soon there will
be a strong Fulbe church
where people will put
their complete trust in the
life-giving power of Jesus
Christ. Pray that they will
understand that God offers
us life abundantly in the
here and now as well as
beyond the grave.

Pray that when there are “first fruits” among the
unreached Fulbe peoples, they will live with such
great faith that entire villages will embrace Jesus
Christ. Pray that the Holy Spirit will give the right
words to today’s missionaries as they seek to minister
Christ to diverse people.
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DAY

gen 31:6-7, NET

You know that I’ve worked
for your father as hard as I
could, but your father has
humiliated me and changed
my wages 10 times. But
God has not permitted him
to do me any harm.
Pray that, unlike what
happened between Jacob
and Laban in the book of
Genesis, the farmers and
herders will find ways to
cooperate and help one
another like they did in
years past.

IMB

03

NOMADISM AND FARMING AMONG
THE FULBE
(This story is intended
to illustrate common
events.)

W

earing an old
knit hat, the
teenaged Fulbe tried to
make his skinny cows
move from the driedup pasture land along
a path that he hoped
would lead to better
wild grass. His brother,
YaYa, shouted a warning, “Don’t go on that path!
It leads to a village where the farmers have guns.”
Tired the boy cried, “What else can we do? The
cows need food and water.” YaYa responded, “Do
you remember the guys who came to our camp
and brought us food? The ones with the big guns?
They said if we go with them we will have lots of
food, and if we die we will go to paradise because
we will be fighting Allah’s enemies. Maybe we
should join them.”
For centuries both the Fulbe herders and farmers
have lived together in north, central, and west
Africa. Currently drought, civil wars, political
upheaval, and infiltration by jihadists have caused
strife between the two communities.
Pray that the word of God and his grace will begin
to change the lives of these people so they will find
strength and peace in Christ. Pray that they will
repent so God can heal the wounds that are ripping
the souls of both herders and farmers. May they find
answers to prayers for much needed water, but most
importantly, may they drink from the water of life
given by Jesus.—PD
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DAY

“T

he violence here in
Nigeria constitutes
a real challenge for
churches and mission
work. But on the other
hand, people displaced
by that insurgency can
come to places where
they can easily be
reached by the gospel.”
Reverend Ifejika was
talking to a visiting
missionary. “The upsurge
in attacks have made some Muslims to ask the
question: Is this really a religion of peace? Is it
really what we should follow? And as they come
into contact with those who follow Christ and
believers who show them his love, some of the
Fulanis are turning to Christ. We have heard
stories of how God visited some Fulani through
wonders and miracles. Out of this crisis, something
great has come. For years churches were focused on
converting people and claiming territories, without
making disciples. However, even before this
upsurge of violence the era of Western missions in
Africa had changed. For security reasons westerners could no longer go into areas they used to go.
But African Christians can mix with all people.”

monino

FULANI VIOLENCE AGAINST
CHRISTIANS

04

gen 18:23, NET

Abraham approached
and said, “Will you sweep
away the godly along with
the wicked?”
Pray that we will intercede
for the wicked as well as the
godly, knowing that without
God’s influence, we might do
the same thing.

Regardless of the efforts made by Nigeria’s Muslim
President Buhari, to stop the brutal violence
against Christians (primarily caused by Boko
Haram) the persecution continues especially in the
Middle region where the Hausa-Fulani Muslim
herdsmen have intensified their attacks.

Pray for the courage of believers reaching out to
Muslims in spite of all they are enduring!—PD
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DAY

05

ADAMAWA FULANI IN NIGERIA AND
CHAD

Y

gen 17:5, NET

No longer will your name
be Abram. Instead, your
name will be Abraham
because I will make you
the father of a multitude
of nations.

a

IN

CHA

D

NIGER

BEN

Pray for the Adamawa
Fulani to seek the blessings
of God in his way. Pray
that they will be willing
to become “fathers” of
multitudes of nations by
sending their best to reach
them for his kingdom.

Kano

NIGERIA
µ

Abuja

CAMEROON

ossouf, an Adamawa
farmer in Nigeria,
was telling an NGO
(Non-Government
Organization) worker why
life has become harder in
recent years. “We would
have had much more corn
if the herdsmen had not
allowed their cattle to eat
our corn plants. There are
also more herdsmen here
than ever because some
come from Chad where it
is even dryer.”

“Last week herdsmen
attacked a farming village not far from here, burning
houses and killing two people. The herdsmen always
start the fights. They hope that by destroying our
homes and land we will leave. The chief of the village
was so angry that he and some other men attacked
the herdsmen. Some farmers even have burned their
farmland after harvesting their crops so that the
herdsmen will not have grazing land and will be
the ones to leave. The government does not give us
any protection."
A proud people of over 1.4 million, the Adamawa
Fulani live in northern Nigeria and Chad. Only
about three percent of them are Christians.
Pray that the grace, compassion, and love of Jesus will
be known among the Adamawa Fulani people so they
will forgive those who harm them. Pray for courage and
safety for Adamawa believers so they can draw others to
him.—PD
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DAY

T

he Sokoto Fulani
and others cheered
while drums played
and the women broke
out with loud ululation
(high pitched vocal
sounds) after Governor
Aminu Tambuwal
of Sokoto State made his speech. He announced
that his administration had concluded plans to send
200 students to India and other countries to study
medicine. The governor said the majority of those to
be sponsored would be girls. This is because Nigerian
Muslim females need women to provide them with
medical care. He also said that the government wants
to send over 100 other qualified students to good
universities so they can study pharmacy, dentistry,
radiography, and medical laboratory science. He
closed his speech by saying that he hoped that good
teachers and schools will develop in Nigeria.

Valerie Barry

SOKOTO FULANI IN NIGERIA

06

gen 18:18, NET

After all, Abraham will
surely become a great and
powerful nation, and all
the nations on the earth
will pronounce blessings
on one another using
his name.
Pray that when some from
the prestigious Sokoto
Fulani embrace the Savior,
they will use their influence
to bless the nations in the
name of Jesus.

There are over 390,000 Sokoto Fulani people in
Nigeria. They are among the most successful Fulani
groups in the country. Many are government workers, medical professionals, educators, businessmen,
municipal rulers, and they take leadership positions in
their mosques. Their children, both boys and girls, are
encouraged to study. Sunni Islam is the center of their
religious life, and only a few have secretly become
believers in Jesus.
Pray that the lives of believers will affect the Sokoto Fulani
in such a way that these Muslims will seek and find Jesus
Christ.—PD
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DAY

Jude 24-25, RSV
Now to him who is able
to keep you from falling
and to present you
without blemish before
the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only
God, our savior through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority, before all
time and now and forever.
Amen!
Pray that God will keep the
Nigerian Fulani from falling
and that he will present
them without blemish before
the presence of His glory.
Pray that they will rejoice
as they bask in His glory,
dominion, and authority
before their neighbors. In
this way, it will be clear that
the Lord reigns among the
Fulbe peoples!—Bob Rutz

(These events are hypothetical.)
ows grazed in a field in
Nigeria as a Fulani herder
gazed at the lush grass on the
other side of a wooden fence.
There was a sign nailed to the
fence, but the herder was not able
to read. The herder climbed over
the fence. Here was enough grass
to feed his cows for weeks. There
was a man standing in the distance, who turned
to face him. "Get off my land!" The man fired a
rifle at the herder. The shot missed and the Fulani
herder scrambled back over the fence and rejoined
his herd of cows.

C

The Fulani of Nigeria don't value education,
so illiteracy is a serious problem among them.
Nigerian government officials have fenced in what
had been Fulani land to create cattle ranches. Since
then there have been violent encounters between
the ranchers and the nomadic herders because the
herders can't read the “No Trespassing” signs.
Most Nigerian Fulani are Muslims. There are few,
if any, followers of Jesus Christ among them.
Pray that the gospel will be preached to this people
group in a format they can access, such as radio. May
the Nigerian Fulani come to see the value of education.
Ask God to lead Christian teachers to reach out to
this people group. Such people can teach reading,
writing, and the message of salvation in the local
language.—WK

56
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DAY

(These events are
hypothetical.)

T

he Habee
herder leads his
cows into the rice
field of the Hausa
farmer. As the farmer
watched, he did not
object. The cows began eating rice stalks, but in
a way, the cattle would pay the farmer back with
their manure to fertilize the rice fields. That is the
way it had always been. The cattle herders and the
farmers had a symbiotic relationship, meaning
they each provided something to benefit the other.
Unfortunately, this situation is deteriorating, as you
will see in other prayer entries this month.

Azim Khan

DeBoordenave

HABEE FULBE

08

Gen 20:10-11, NET
Then Abimelech asked
Abraham, “What prompted
you to do this thing?”
Abraham replied, “Because
I thought, ‘Surely no one
fears God in this place.
They will kill me because of
my wife.’”
Pray for workers to find
those among the Habee
people who have a healthy
fear of God and are willing
to obey him.

The Habee Fulbe of Nigeria are nomadic herders.
They live in the same part of Nigeria as the Hausa,
who are mainly farmers. No one knows when the
Hausa learned about the value of manure in making
crops grow, or when the Habee began providing
manure for their Hausa neighbors. As you can see
from earlier prayer entries, cooperation has been
replaced with violent rivalry today.
The Habee were one of the first people groups in
Africa to convert to Islam, but this people group
still retains a belief in nature spirits. In recent years
a few Habee have become followers of Jesus Christ.
Pray that a mission agency will target the Habee for
outreach. May this people group realize their need for
salvation. May the few followers of Jesus Christ grow
in faith, so they may take the message of salvation to
their countrymen. May such believers be protected from
persecution.—WK
57

DAY

09

FULA JALON PEOPLE

acts 2:22-24, NeT

(These events are hypothetical.)

Men of Israel, listen to
these words: Jesus the
Nazarene, a man clearly
attested to you by God with
powerful deeds, wonders,
and miraculous signs that
God performed among you
through him, just as you
yourselves know—this
man, who was handed
over by the predetermined
plan and foreknowledge
of God, you executed by
nailing him to a cross at
the hands of Gentiles. But
God raised him up, having
released him from the pains
of death, because it was not
possible for him to be held
in its power.

li, a boy from the Fula
Jalon people group in
Nigeria, sat at a desk in a
wooden school house. There
was only one book on his
desk and that was the Qur’an.
It was the same on every
other desk. Only boys sat
NIGER
in the classroom. Ali spoke.
“Teacher, is there no knowlKano
edge outside the Qur’an?” The
NIGERIA
Abuja
teacher, a middle-aged man,
gaped in horror. “Ali, don't
CAMEROON
ask such questions! Allah
won't be pleased.” Ali then
asked, "Teacher, why are there no girls in school?
She should be in school.” This time the teacher
glared at Ali and hissed, “Allah has decreed that
only boys deserve an education.” Ali decided not to
ask any more questions.

Pray for true repentance
leading to action to come to
the Fula Jalon people when
they hear the gospel.

BEN

IN

CHA

D

A
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The Fula Jalon are one of the first Fulbe people
groups to realize the value of getting an education.
They are more settled than most of their neighbors.
The Fula Jalon are nomadic herders only during the
dry season, so you can say they are semi-nomadic.
They live in villages and plant crops during the wet
season. Almost all members of this people group
are Muslims, but Roman Catholic missionaries
have won a few who now follow Jesus Christ.
Ask God to raise up many faithful workers who will
teach this people group about Jesus Christ, the Lord.
May the Fula Jalon followers of Christ come together to
form believing fellowships that will be a witness to their
Muslim neighbors.—WK

58

DAY

FOUTA TOORO PEOPLE

T

he explorer Antoine
de Saint-Exupery
once wrote: “What
makes the desert beautiful is that somewhere
it hides a well.” Despite
a harsh environment
and humble, hidden lifestyles, let us pray that the Fouta
Tooro people group become a deep well, full and rich
with true living water.

Much of the story of the Fouta Tooro is unknown.
They lead quiet, hardworking lives as sojourners in their
own homelands. Almost all Fouta Toro are Muslim,
and many school children learn to pray and recite
passages from the Qur’an in their village mosques.
However, most people in this group only have a
superficial knowledge of Islam, and religion is a valued
tradition of recitations and rituals rather than a faithbased relationship.

10

Gen 22:8, NET

“God will provide for himself
the lamb for the burnt
offering, my son,” Abraham
replied. The two of them
continued on together.
Pray for all the Fulbe
peoples to understand that
Jesus Christ is the only true
sacrifice. He alone can pay
for our sins!

Although the region that Fouta Tooro reside is known
for its extreme temperatures and dry climate, it is
also a rich farmland due to two growing seasons. The
nomadic Fouta Tooro roam in small groups, living in
makeshift huts constructed from leaves and grass. This
people are engaged in a fight to claim their citizenship
and receive their recognition from governments as a
people group.
Pray for willing laborers who are called to live alongside the
Fouta Tooro in an unforgiving and often dangerous climate.
Pray for the person of Jesus Christ to be revealed directly
to the Fouta Tooro, as a shepherd, as a big brother, and as
the true king. Pray that the Fouta Tooro would claim their
heavenly citizenship.—EC
59

DAY

11

FULAKUNDA PEOPLE OF SENEGAL
AND MAURITANIA

S

1 cor 12:2, NET

You know that when
you were pagans you
were often led astray by
speechless idols, however
you were led.
Pray that the Fulakunda
people will see the errors of
their ways in depending on
the Islamic religious system
and spirit beings. Pray that
they will taste and see that
the Lord is good.

Atlantic
Ocean
Indian
Ocean

top imitating the ideals
and opinions of the
culture around you, but be
inwardly transformed by
the Holy Spirit…. (Romans
12:2a, TPT)

Only through Jesus can true
freedom and transformation
MAURITANIA
come to the Fulakunda
people.
A sub-group of the
Dakar
Fulbe, the Fulakunda number
SENEGAL
MALI
almost 1.8 million people in
GUINEA
GAMBIA
Senegal
and about 47,000
BISSAU
GUINEA
in Mauritania. They live as
herdsmen of cattle and sheep.
When the weather allows it, they also grow cash
crops. Children lack a formal education.
Devotion to Islam dominates Fulakunda culture.
The Fulakunda follow good morals and virtues that
include justice, patience, generosity, and honesty.
Village life emphasizes adherence to obligations and
rules. Within the last 60 years, some Fulakunda
turned to Islam from old animist beliefs. In
Mauritania many still hold to strong beliefs in evil
spirits and sorcerers. The New Testament, The
JESUS Film, and audio recordings are all available
in Pulaar, the Fulakunda language.
Ask God to raise up powerful prayer efforts to break
the hold of Islam and remaining animism on the
Fulakunda. Pray that the Fulakunda believers stand
strong in the Lord and grow in Christ with biblical
materials in Pulaar. Ask for African workers to help
disciple Fulakunda believers and to share Christ
with unbelievers. Pray for vibrant disciple-making
movements among the Fulakunda people.—CR

60

DAY

GORGAL FULBE PEOPLE

S

pread across
Central and
Western Africa,
bounded by the
Sahara Desert to
the North and the
Central African
Republic to the
south, the Gorgal
Fulbe people live out their lives. Once a nomadic
people, the Gorgal have settled down into a semisedentary lifestyle, often amongst the weaker tribes
they have conquered.
The Gorgal have a long history of raising livestock
and continue that practice to this day. The task of
caring for the animals goes to the men, as does the
planting, raising, and harvesting of crops. During the
dry months, the young men take the cattle in search
of water elsewhere in an attempt to protect the local
water supply. The women, meanwhile, take care of
domestic matters such as cooking, maintaining the
huts, weaving, spinning, making soap, and caring for
young children.
The Gorgal are devout Muslims, though their
understanding of Islam is tainted by animism.
Deviation from Islam is not tolerated. What
education the Gorgal receive typically consists of
learning to pray and recite the Qur'an.

12

matt 7:7-8, RSV
Ask, and it will be given
you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For every
one who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will
be opened.
Pray that God will send
his ambassadors to the
Gorgal people to teach
them by example how to
ask blessings from a loving
heavenly father. Pray for
living examples of believers
among Fulbe peoples who
know how to keep on asking
until they receive, seeking
until they find, and knocking
until every door is opened to
all the resources of heaven
needed to live the lives God
has designed for them.

Pray that the Gorgal people will soon encounter the love
of God and be softened to the message of the gospel. Pray
that they would encounter Jesus in dreams and visions,
and that a radically loving and evangelistic community
of Gorgal believers would be raised up to reach their own
people.—BK
61

DAY

1 tim 1:1-2, NET
From Paul, an apostle
of Christ Jesus by the
command of God our
savior and of Christ Jesus
our hope, to Timothy, my
genuine child in the faith.
Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord!
Pray that Gurmanche fathers
will encounter the risen
Christ, and begin to disciple
their sons in such a way that
these boys will be a blessing
to the nations.

S

emi-nomadic
herdsmen, the
Gurmanche Fulani
are a large people
group living in
western and central
Africa. Possessing
lighter skin, straighter hair and noses, and thinner lips than other
African peoples, some believe the Gurmanche and
other Fulbe peoples have a Caucasian origin. They
are highly dignified, and they take great pride in
what makes them a distinctive people.

DeBoordenave
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GURMANCHE FULANI PEOPLE

Like other semi-nomadic peoples, the Gurmanche
stay in place during the wet months, and travel
with their herds during the dry months in search
of water and grazing land. The women take
charge of preparing the evening meals, often a
millet porridge. Milking the cattle and making
butter are other important chores. Interestingly,
clothing the family falls to the man, allowing him
to develop and express his own style. When a son
turns 15, he passes his work on and takes on the
role of a supervisor. The Gurmanche are of the
opinion that having others work for you moves
you into a higher social status. Thus, they are not
well known for being hard workers. They also
believe that fear is a weakness, and is the root of
mental illness.
Pray that the Gurmanche people would encounter the
wonder of the gospel, and that they would be impressed
by the servant heart of Jesus and his bravery in going
to the cross. Pray for many to be discipled into the ways
of Jesus Christ.—BK

62

DAY

JELGOOJI FULBE IN BURKINA FASO

T

he small landlocked nation
of Burkina Faso is one of
the poorest countries in the
world. Per capital income is
AFRICA
less than two US dollars per
day, and life expectancy is
only 58 years. Droughts and
floods are common, which
MALI
makes it almost impossible to
grow enough food. Hunger
a Faso
Burkin
and malnutrition are constant
COTE
D’IVOIRE
problems especially for women
NA
GHA
and children. An estimated 1.5
million children experience
stunted growth due to the lack of food.

gen 26:1, NeT
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NIA
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There was a famine in
the land, subsequent to
the earlier famine that
occurred in the days of
Abraham. Isaac went to
Abimelech king of the
Philistines at Gerar.

NIGER

BENIN
TOGO

NIGERIA

Gulf of Guinea

In the north and northwest of this country there is
a Fulbe subgroup known as the Jelgooji. As nomads
they have something in common with Abraham and
Lot of the Old Testament. They travel throughout
the year searching for water and food for their herds
of cattle and flocks of goats and sheep.

Pray that in times of
famine and drought, the
Jelgooji people will learn
to depend on the Lord
rather than seeking manmade solutions.

They are almost entirely Muslim. Yet they blend folk
religion with their Islamic beliefs. It is very hard to
reach Muslims in general, and even harder to reach
nomads, whose lifestyle is dificult for potential
missionaries to adopt. However, there is a way to
get through to them. They value the oral tradition of
storytelling and the use of proverbs. At this point in
time, there are gospel recordings in their language
that they can use, and believers can use stories and
proverbs to teach them about their savior.
Pray for the Lord to raise up believers who will gladly
live among these nomads and tell them about Jesus
through stories.—DK

63

DAY

15

i pet2:7-8, NET

Pray that the Krio Fulbe
will see the incredible
value of the Lord, and
make him the center of
their lives.

S

aidu examined the diamond.
From his youth, when he was
forced to fight for the rebels in
the 1999 Sierra Leone civil war,
he knew a real diamond from a
fake. That war was about illegal
diamond smuggling. He thought
MALI
of his own father who never
GUINEA
saw a diamond in his youth.
Conakry
SIERRA
He traded cattle like Fulbe
LEONE
people had done for centuries.
LIBERIA
Nowadays, Krio Fulbes trade
diamonds and other precious
gems. The most privileged of
Krio Fulbe people are involved in better types of
trade; they own large shopping centers.
COTE D'IVOIRE

So you who believe see
his value, but for those
who do not believe, the
stone that the builders
rejected has become
the cornerstone, and a
stumbling-stone and a
rock to trip over. They
stumble because they
disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

KRIO FULBE OF SIERRA LEONE

The Krio Fulbe inhabit the western side of Freetown,
Sierra Leone, along a heavily-wooded peninsula they
consider their homeland. However, now they are
spread throughout the country, working as traders.
The rural Krio Fulbe still live in huts, herd cattle,
farm crops, and cultivate gardens. They trade milk
and cheese in local markets. Nomadic Fulbe follow
the herds.
The Fulbe make up nearly 10 percent of Sierra
Leone’s population. Nearly all are Muslim, though
many practice tribal religious customs as well.
Divination, magic, and witchcraft are common.
There are two mission agencies working among
the Fulbe, but few have accepted the invitation to
become part of God’s heavenly family.
Pray that the Krio Fulbe people’s eyes will be opened to
the truth about our Lord Jesus. Pray they will easily trade
their old lives for new, eternal lives in him.—LR

64

DAY

(This story is intended
to illustrate the lifestyle
among this people
group.)

DeBoordenave

BAGIRMI OF C.A.R. AND CHAD

M

iriama was
jealous of her
husband’s other wife.
He had married her because Miriama had not yet
born him any children, and to the Bagirmi Fulbe,
children are essential. They believe that a person lives
from generation to generation through his children.
With a son, a man’s name will remain. Consequently,
if a Fulbe dies without any children, he is believed
to have died twice. So a wife who can bear children
is highly valued, and one who cannot is considered
a burden.

16

jn 6:40, net

For this is the will of my
father—for everyone
who looks on the son and
believes in him to have
eternal life, and I will raise
him up at the last day.
Pray that many from the
Bagirmi tribe will look to the
son, and believe in him for
eternal life.

This new wife, with the tell-tale Bagirmi copper skin
and straight hair, had only hours ago given birth to
a son. To add insult to injury, Miriama was left to
prepare for the ceremony held to celebrate the birth of
a firstborn son and the naming of the son.
The Bagirmi are a 250,000-member subgroup of the
Fulani (Fulbe) who occupy the Bagirmi region of
south-central Chad and parts of the Central African
Republic (C.A.R.). Their region is squeezed between
the Sahara Desert in the north and dangerous areas
where dreaded tsetse flies live in the south.
Nearly every Bagirmi is Muslim, though many still
practice traditional beliefs.
Pray that the Bagirmi people will learn that Jesus is the
only son through whom they can find eternal life.—LR
65

DAY

is 11:9, NeT

They will no longer injure or
destroy on my entire royal
mountain. For there will
be universal submission to
the Lord’s sovereignty, just
as the waters completely
cover the sea.
Pray that soon African
Muslims will gladly submit
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
part of this prophesy will
be fulfilled.

SECRET BELIEVERS IN WEST AFRICA
Fulnet

17

Y

aw was in a
bind. If he told
the truth, he, his
sons and grandsons
would be killed. He
didn’t mind losing
his life, but he
hated to bring death upon his family. If he didn’t
tell the truth, he would be turning his back on his
Lord. He couldn’t live with that.
Before Yaw were four prisoners who had been
forced to stand for 10 days in the town square,
awaiting punishment for abandoning Islam. Their
houses had already been razed. Today, the whole
town had gathered to witness the judgment. The
official declared with a hiss, “These men will
receive their sentence for leaving Islam. If any of
you are also following Isa Al-Masih, then you
should confess that and receive your due. We will
discover who you are, either way.”
Yaw could not deny his Lord, Isa Al-Masih. He
stepped forward. The crowd froze. Wordlessly, a
woman revealed her faith. Then a young couple.
Eventually, half the crowd had joined Yaw. The
official choked out, “You are all Christians? Then
you can no longer attend our mosque! You must
find your own place of worship!” With that, the
believers were released.
Pray for courage for West African Muslims who decide
to follow Jesus. May they be faithful to their Lord in
the face of persecution. Pray that they will walk in the
ways of Jesus Christ and depend on the Holy Spirit
for strength and guidance. May they keep their eyes on
their eternal future.—CMW

66

DAY

WESTERN FULANI PEOPLE IN NIGER

T

he baby’s name is Saikou,
but he will never hear it
from his mother’s lips. He will
never receive any embraces
from his mother. Does she not
love him? Has she moved away?
Is she dead? No! The baby is
Western Fulani, and a Fulani
mother may never utter her
firstborn son’s name nor show
him affection.

18

gen 22:14, NET

ALGERIA

MALI
Niamey

LIBYA
NIGER
CHAD

The Western Fulani (also
NIGERIA
known as Fulbe) are a cattleherding agrarian people.
According to Africa Inland Mission (AIM), the
north of Niger is a no-go zone due to rebel activity,
but mission workers are able to enter southern
Niger. Over the last 40 years, a number of workers
have reached out to the Western Fulani, leading
to a small number of believers scattered across the
country. Nonetheless, the Western Fulani are still
classified as unreached; many have never heard
the good news that Jesus died for them, and fewer
yet have heard this news in their heart language,
Fulfulde. AIM partners with Serving in Mission
(SIM) to support a joint team living in a rural
setting and teaching land management as a way of
building relationships with Nigerien nationals.

And Abraham called the
name of that place “The
Lord provides.” It is said to
this day, “In the mountain
of the Lord provision will
be made.”
Pray that Western Fulani
people will understand
that Jesus Christ is indeed
God’s only provision for
forgiveness of sin.

Pray that the Western Fulani will come to know the
God who loves them and wants to bless them, the same
God who can make their land yield an abundance. Pray
that many Western Fulani leaders will soon have the
gift of faith in Jesus.—CMW

67

DAY

gen 21:22, NET

At that time Abimelech and
Phicol, the commander of
his army, said to Abraham,
“God is with you in all that
you do.”
Pray that the Wodaabe
people will soon come
in contact with blessed
believers, and they will
know that God is with
them. Pray that they will
understand he can be with
them as well, but they must
repent and obey him. Pray
that soon God will be with
the Wodaabe people in a
powerful way.

iStockPhotos

19

WODAABE PEOPLE

I

s the planet warming?
If you are a Wodaabe
you would think
so, because you have
experienced a long
drought, and it’s causing
serious problems in
your daily life. Like
most other Fulbe
A Wodaabe beauty
peoples, the marginally
Muslim Wodaabe people depend on their cattle
for everything. Even when foreign aid comes in
to help their desperate situation, they usually get
none of it, because it goes through the hands of
others who can sell it it to people who are less
in need.

In the west, the Wodaabe are the best known
Fulbe group because of their mating dance. On
YouTube one can see males elaborately adorned in
embroidered dance tunics and wearing cosmetic
paint. They sing and dance and show the whites
of their eyes and teeth in order to attract a woman.
If they attract her, her family pays a bride price. If
there are children, she goes back to her parents
until the child is weaned.
Pray that soon there will come abundant rain for the
Wodaabe people, and that it will result in them fearing the Lord and giving him praise and glory. Pray
that Wodaabe people will learn that children are not
an "error" but a gift from God. Pray that missionaries
will work among them and that churches will adopt
them. Pray for Wodaabe believers to disciple others in
the ways of Christ.—TP

68

DAY

20

BIBLE TRANSLATION WORK

W

hat do you do if you are
spiritually lost and you
can't read? That is the reality of
many Fulbe peoples. Given their
geographic spread, they speak
different dialects. Perhaps you
listen to recordings of scripture,
see the JESUS Film, watch a
drama of a Bible story, or listen
to gospel music.

phil 4:19, RSV

And my God will supply
every need of yours
according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.

AFRICA
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NIGER
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urkina
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BENIN
SIM International, a mission
COTE
D’IVOIRE
NIGERIA
NA
organization, sent Phil Reid
GHA
Gulf of Guinea
from the UK to Burkina Faso
to translate the Bible for a
Fulbe group. His wife served them as a physician,
opening doors to Fulbe women and children. The
couple learned French, a trade language, and a Fulbe
language. They hired translators, set up an office, got
the help of translation consultants, and by the year
2013 the New Testament was ready to be printed and
distributed. By 2015, 25 percent of the Old Testament
was complete. In 2016 the Wodaabe New Testament
was completed. Currently the team is working on 1
and 2 Kings, Esther, and Numbers. In the meantime,
literacy must be promoted if the Fulbe are to be able to
read the Bible in their language.

Pray that the Holy Spirit
will prompt the believers in
Africa to learn the Scriptures
and trust their lives to
God who supplies all their
needs, according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Pray that the Reids and their translation team will
flourish. Pray that there will be literacy instruction, and
that people will have an eager desire to read the New
Testament. Pray that the few Fulbe believers will grow
in grace and knowledge of Jesus and be encouraged to
witness to other Fulbe people. Pray that African churches
will fund and send their own translators.—TP

69

DAY

21

acts 1:6-8, NeT
So when they had
gathered together, they
began to ask him, “Lord,
is this the time when you
are restoring the kingdom
to Israel?” He told them,
“You are not permitted to
know the times or periods
that the Father has set
by his own authority. But
you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and
to the farthest parts of
the earth.”
Pray for God to raise up
thousands of believers who
will gladly take Jesus at
his word. Pray that they
will receive power from
the Holy Spirit and go out
as his witnesses to the
remotest peoples in Africa.

TRAINING IN MINISTRY OUTREACH

H

ow can an
outsider make
a difference in the
lives of unreached
Africans? Africa
Inland Mission
(AIM) has found
the answer:
“Relationships are
the foundation for
meaningful discipleship which, in turn, lays the
groundwork for a Christ-centered church.” Before
sharing the gospel, teams have discovered they need
to share more menial things, such as meals, laughter,
and tears.
Training In Ministry Outreach (TIMO) is AIM’s
two-year program that trains new cross-cultural
workers from around the world to do ministry in
Africa. TIMO doesn’t work where the gospel is
already being proclaimed by others. They believe it
is critical to learn the local language and culture to
proclaim the gospel. Their teams live among those
with whom they share the gospel, and they adopt
the local lifestyle. Their goal is that “they will know
we are Christians by our love.” Some of them live
among shepherds and nomadic peoples. They live
among those completely unreached by the gospel, so
they can say with the Apostle Paul: “I have become
all things to all men, so that I may by all means save
some” (I Cor 9:22b NASB).
Ask God to bless and multiply TIMO’s efforts to bring
unreached people into the Kingdom of God.—JS

70

DAY

G

PD intercessors are
focusing on the
Fulbe people for
this entire month.
Many organizations work with
and among them,
but one, Fulnet, works primarily with Fulbe people.
We know that the Fulbe are primarily in West
African nations, and Fulnet works in 24 countries
where they live. Would you be surprised to learn
that four of those nations are the USA, Switzerland,
Austria, and Iceland? Fulnet goes beyond Africa
to even the remotest parts where Fulbe people
have migrated!
Three key elements drive the momentum of
Fulnet: prayer mobilization, strategic research,
and networking in church planting. First, Fulnet
believes that without prayer they can do nothing.
Victory is won in the spiritual realm first before
meaningful results are seen in the physical realm.
Second, we are in the information age. Correct
and verifiable information from reliable sources is
vital for legitimate and efficient action. And third,
networking is vital for church planting. Training
and equipping all members with consultations and
conferences accelerates missionaries to the goal of
making disciples among the Fulbe peoples. Join
the effort; adopt a people group from one of the 24
countries. Go to http://www.fulnet.org

Fulnet

FULNET WORK

22

acts 1:9-11, NeT
After he had said this,
while they were watching,
he was lifted up and a
cloud hid him from their
sight. As they were still
staring into the sky while
he was going, suddenly
two men in white clothing
stood near them and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do
you stand here looking up
into the sky? This same
Jesus who has been taken
up from you into heaven
will come back in the
same way you saw him go
into heaven.”
Pray that the Lord will give
hope and joy to all those
working with Fulnet. Pray
that they will realize that
as long as they are on the
Lord’s team, they are on the
winning team.

Pray for workers who are filled with the fruit and
the power of the Holy Spirit to go out as Christ’s
ambassadors to every Fulbe group. Pray that soon the
Fulbe will be among the most reached people groups.—JS
71

DAY

acts 3:19-20, NET
Therefore, repent and turn
back so that your sins may
be wiped out, so that times
of refreshing may come
from the presence of the
Lord, and so that he may
send the messiah appointed
for you—that is, Jesus.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to
use Global Media Outreach
to show African Muslims
the way to have their sins
wiped out, so they too
can experience spiritual
refreshing and the presence
of the Lord.

IMB
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GLOBAL MEDIA OUTREACH (GMO)

W

hat if technology is the key
to fulfilling the great
commission in our
lifetime? Global Media
Outreach (GMO)
utilizes thousands of
online missionaries
(OM) to connect with
people wanting to know more about Jesus. One OM
had a remarkable contact with Khalid, a Muslim imam.
After one sermon an old man approached Khalid and
asked if a person who strictly followed the teachings of
the Qur’an was guaranteed a place in heaven. Khalid
searched the Qur’an, but found no verse to verify it. He
was unable to find the old man. One year later the same
old man appeared again. Khalid told him that he did not
have the answer. The old man said, “I am not the one
who needs the answer. It is you who needs the answer!”
This statement started Khalid’s search for truth, and
eventually he found Jesus to be the truth. Searching
to know more, he contacted GMO, and his OM
monitored his resignation from the mosque and his
remarkable escape from the head imam who put out a
death sentence on his life. He eluded eight killers who
did not see him when he escaped his home and two
deadly traps set for him. He was able to contact the chief
imam, forgive him, and share Christ with him. That
imam also gave his life to Christ. Both are sharing the
truth of Jesus as the only savior!
Pray for a lasting, fruitful ministry. Ask God to send more
angels to imams.—JS
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DAY

24

W

ho are the
largest nomadic
people in the world?
The Fulbe. They have
been traditionally
nomadic herdsmen,
though many live in
settled communities.
They live in all West African nations and are
still strong Muslims.
Who is reaching them with the gospel of
Jesus Christ? Many mission organizations.
Predominant among those focusing their efforts
on these West African nations is Serving in
Missions (SIM). SIM has over 4,000 workers
serving in six continents and in over 70 countries
around the world.

SIM

SIM WORK WITH THE FULBE

1 tim 1:5, NET

But the aim of our
instruction is love that
comes from a pure heart,
a good conscience, and a
sincere faith.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to
use SIM to raise up many
“Timothys” to disciple the
believers so that the entire
continent of Africa can
be transformed.

How do they focus on the Fulbe? Their ministry
aims at facilitating the training of Fulbe to
reach other Fulbe. The greatest percent of the
population in these West African nations is
young, so educating the youth is one of SIM’s
primary goals. They provide education based upon
gospel principles, realizing that they are training
future leaders. They are also committed to church
leadership training. Their overall goal is to bring
men, women, and children into relationship with
Jesus Christ as growing and passionate disciples.
SIM asks us to pray for their English ministry,
medical ministry, and Girls Off the Street and Boys
Off the Street ministries to demonstrate Christ’s love
in ways that transform lives.—JS
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matt 19:26, NET
Jesus looked at them and
replied, “This is impossible
for mere humans, but for
God all things are possible.”
Pray for God to do the
impossible through his
children in Africa. Pray
for MANI to identify and
train believers to begin
disciple making movements
among the various Fulbe
communities in Africa.

MOVEMENT FOR AFRICAN NATIONAL
INITIATIVES (MANI)

“H

ow will we reach
them?” The
African mission leaders
seated around the long
table gazed up at the
map that was being
projected on the large
screen at the front of
the auditorium. Red dots representing Fulbe communities were spread across the northwestern portion of
the African continent like a band of storms.
The question hung in the air. Finally someone said,
“There are two main problems; location and lifestyle.”
Heads nodded. Everyone was aware that the Fulbe
live in a very dangerous area. They also understood
that Fulbe are nomadic, and few workers are willing
to live this kind of lifestyle. “It seems impossible,”
someone finally sighed. He continued, “This is why
we must pray and encourage others to pray as well.
Our God delights in doing the impossible.” And so
they began to pray.
Reaching the Fulbe is a challenging task, even
for a network of African mission agencies like the
Movement for African National Initiatives (MANI).
Despite MANI’s efforts to mobilize the body of
Christ, the Fulbe continue to rank among the world’s
least-reached people groups. MANI leaders are the
ones who provided the direction GPD needed to
produce the prayer guide you are using this month.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to direct members of MANI
as they strategize, mobilize, and partner with mission
agencies and churches in establishing God’s kingdom
among the Fulbe. Pray for the hearts of the Fulbe to be
responsive to God’s invitation.—CL
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DAY

GEY FULBE PEOPLE IN CAMEROON
(This story illustrates aspects of
this culture.)

I

magine sitting around
a camp fire after a long
day of following your cattle
AFRICA
through the dry grasslands
of northern Cameroon. This
is the favorite time of the
day. Someone starts to tell a
Atlantic
Ocean
story. It’s about Mohammed,
CAMEROON
the founder of Islam. You’ve
heard it many times before,
EQUATORIAL
but it sounds fresh as you
GUINEA
give your full attention to
GABON
the skilled story teller. He
reminds you that the Gey
Fulbe were one of the first
black African tribes to convert to Islam. He goes on
to tell of the mighty exploits of Mohammed who
brought many tribes into submission to Allah.

26

2 chr 9:6, NET

I did not believe these
things until I came and
saw them with my own
eyes. Indeed, I didn’t hear
even half the story! Your
wisdom surpasses what
was reported to me.
Pray that when the Gey
Fulbe people hear the story
of Jesus, they will be willing
to go anywhere to hear
more about the glorious God
we worship.

Practically every one of the 3,800 in the Gey
sub-group is Muslim. There is a Bible translation,
audio scripture teaching, and a JESUS Film in
their language, Adamawa Fulfulde. But they pay
no attention to this information because Islam is
their way of life, and any deviation is attacked by
the community.
Pray that God would raise up faithful workers to tell
the Gey Fulbe about Jesus Christ, the master story teller.
Pray for people of peace to welcome Christ’s ambassadors.
Ask the Lord to raise up many Gey Fulbe people who
will allow Jesus the central place in their hearts. Pray
that soon they will learn to tell the parables and stories of
Jesus Christ.—AS
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27

PERSPECTIVES IN NIGERIA

I

Matt 13:24, NIV
Jesus told them another
parable: "The kingdom
of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed in
his field."
CHA
D

NIGER

BEN
IN

Pray that what Perspectives
students in Africa learn
will be like "good seed"
leading many to produce
an abundant crop for the
kingdom of God.

Kano

NIGERIA
µ

Abuja

n 1954 the then-named
Sudan Interior Mission
(SIM) transferred many
churches, mission stations,
Bible schools, and medical
programs to the leadership of the newly formed
Evangelical Churches
of West Africa (ECWA)
which now has a mission
arm that sends over 1,600
African missionaries.

Nigerians have been
especially active in mission
efforts. They founded the Nigerian Evangelical
Mission Association (NEMA). In 2002, NEMA
introduced the Perspectives on the World
Christian Movement course, which is an excellent tool for helping people to see what God
wants his church to do among every nation. In
2016, they expanded their focus audience to
include broader church involvement. So far over
4,000 people have taken it.
CAMEROON

Perspectives is also becoming a unifying
tool in Africa. A pastor who completed the
training plans to host an annual Perspectives
class for laymen throughout his Nigerian city.
Perspectives continues to expand in West Africa.
A team from Nigeria has been invited to help
launch the Perspectives program in Ghana.
Pray for students who have completed Perspectives
to apply their knowledge to further God ’s kingdom.
Pray that the training in Ghana will be fruitful
and those attending will have a life-long commitment to the Great Commission.—AS
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MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS IN BURKINA
FASO AND GHANA

W

hat does it
take to bring
people to Christ?
Isn’t it the kind of
love that our savior
has for us? That is
the way people will
Kojo working with the men
know that Jesus is
the name above all names.
A year ago we prayed for Kojo Issaka, a Ghanaian
missionary who is reaching Muslims and marginal
Christians both in northern Ghana and in Burkina
Faso. He tells people about the love of Jesus Christ,
and how he can change our lives for the better, in the
here and now, as well as for eternity. Sometimes he
talks with women about the Lord, and their Muslim
husbands object to having them go to church. He
builds relationships with the husbands, and helps
them to see the value of allowing Jesus into their
family life.

DAY

28

phil 4:15-16, NIV
Moreover, as you
Philippians know, in
the early days of your
acquaintance with the
gospel, when I set out
from Macedonia, not one
church shared with me in
the matter of giving and
receiving, except you only;
for even when I was in
Thessalonica, you sent me
aid more than once when I
was in need.
Pray that like the Philippians,
African believers will
joyously support workers
who need senders to reach
the unreached.

Some are coming to Christ; among them are a
couple of Fulbe. Kojo is training leaders, discipling
believers, and making sure people have Bibles.
Pray for African believers to faithfully give to make sure
Kojo and others like him have the opportunity to extend
Christ’s kingdom among the lost in West Africa. Pray for
the Lord to raise up many others to join Kojo in discipling
new believers, and teaching them to obey all that Jesus
commands. Pray for Kojo and other African missionaries
to excel in demonstrating the love of the Lord to those
who do not know him.—KC
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Pray For The Fulani

A

nd we are to learn
from them, the
unbaptized hordes?
Yes, from them: values for our faith, lessons for the church,
and understandings of
the Bible.
I present the Fulani.
The Fulani number
27 million nomads
roaming across most
of West Africa; 10 million Fulani in Nigeria alone. They are the world’s
largest unreached nomadic ethnic group, now stirring up hatred and
violence through much of Nigeria, most recently in the territory of my
home diocese, Tiv land of Benue State.
Three years ago the violence against farming villages in Benue State
was so harsh that hundreds fled into Makurdi to be cared for by the
Anglican Churches and others. Most recently, the Fulani have staked
the right to graze openly there by claiming that they were the first
people to occupy Tiv land. This gave permission to invade, rape, and
destroy. Last month over 15,000 people were displaced by Fulani in
nearby Taraba State.
How could these people bring value to Christians? Let me consider two
answers. First, the model of their life as nomads; second, lessons from a
church among them.
First, if we consider how they live, we find three things that speak
well of them. The Bishop of Kafuchan, where Fulani roam, once told
a group of us about the Fulani as the model for the good shepherd. As
the good shepherd lets nothing come before the welfare of his sheep, so
the Fulani will not let anything harm his cows. …
Also, consider that they possess very few things. They do have huts
where the family stays while the men are grazing their cattle, but these
do not have garages or attics. Downsizing comes easily for them—
maybe 30 minutes to prepare for a three-month journey. … If they
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Pray For The Fulani
don’t have flat screen TVs and places to hang out, what do they have?
Community. They have a means of communication that does not require
passwords, Wi-fi, or even postage. News travels. After all, they are all
related to one another in some way. Each person’s most gripping concerns are the same across the tribe, and shared life means shared concerns and care. They have community that is deep and intense.
Now consider what it would take for a church to be established among
the nomadic Fulani. The first thing not on the list is a building. No
carpet color to disagree on, no mortgage, no upkeep. Next, committees seem to be universal in churches, but for the Fulani I cannot come
up with a single title for one. So what does that leave for the life of the
church? Bible study together in the evening and meditation during the
day; same for prayer and looking after one another. About the Bible,
they find themselves on almost every page: Abraham called to journey
out, Moses in the wilderness with a rowdy crowd, Israel away from their
homeland, the holy family as refugees. That’s a lot closer resemblance to
them than to me and retirement and fretting over the Internet speed.
I know I have painted a rosy picture of a people who are not rosy at all.
My description is Fulani life fully redeemed, a far cry from them today. What I have tried to do is to show how God could use them--even
them—to model a lifestyle for us as individuals and as a church. And if
the Fulani, then also any and every other group yet to come under the
rule of the Lord of the nations, Jesus Christ.
The Fulani need people praying for them. That—and only that—will
bring the rosy details into reality. Since traveling there in 2013, I have
developed a list of addresses of people who prayed for these nomads. The
time is now to intensify the church’s prayer for them, and I hope to have
new information for restarting this prayer mailing.
If you would like to be part of this prayer effort to make these rosy descriptions become reality, please write me at the return address, and
I will add you to the mailing. These requests will come about twice a
month.
The address is to join the Fulani prayer is:
HarvestingFields@gmail.com
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DAY 31

Haiku Cycle for Fulbe
Cosmic Lord Jesus subtle cultural inroads unexpected ways.
What would Jesus write?
Snippets and morsels of truth.
Call them parables.
Fulani/Fulbe.
Some came as slaves to far shores.
Debts must be repaid.
Nomadic peoples.
Some sail vast sand desert seas.
Honor in movement.
African deep sight –
masks inspire modern artists.
Jesus sees deeper.
Their lives are canvas.
Muslim peoples of word songs.
We send word paintings.
Some call Fulani
Earth’s most beautiful people.
They reflect God’s face.
Jesus speaks pictures.
Robes of kings become flowers.
Fulani had empires.
Jesus loves Fulani.
His heart burns for their embrace.
Pray He reaches them.
© COPYRIGHT 2018 by Stephen C. Wetlesen
scwetlesen@aol.com (408) 628-4046

80

G

Global Prayer
www.globalprayerdigest.org

March 2018 • Frontier Ventures • 36:12

Digest

9—Yiddish Speakers Can Hear the Gospel, But Will They Respond?
11—Why Do These Jewish People Sound Like Spaniards?
13—Jewish People Returning to Russia!
16—Seeming Non-Jewish Protected the Karaites

Editorial

Dear Praying Friends,
When I was a teenager, I asked an attractive blonde I worked
with for a date. She said she was Jewish, so she could not
go out with me. I was puzzled. She looked like the rest of
us. She spoke American English, so aren’t we the same?              
I thought.
From what you will read this month, you will learn that
Jewish people in Europe don’t stand out any more than
they do in the United States. They speak the local language,
serve in the military, and root for the same sport teams.
Yet they prefer to stay different, though similar to the
local population. At home some of them speak Yiddish or
Sephardic, and they attend a synagogue, not a church. As
you will see in some of our daily prayer entries, it has become
difficult to keep the younger generation from assimilating
into the local culture. Yet on the Joshua Project list, Jewish
peoples are almost always considered unreached.
This month we are going to do something about that by
praying for their hearts to be opened to Yeshua, Jesus. You
will have the privilege of helping to fill the bowls of incense
for unreached Jewish nations that have a very special place in
God’s loving heart.
In the name of Yeshua, the Messiah,
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Feature of the Month

PRAY FOR

A Disciple Making Movement Among
Every Jewish People in Europe
Europe
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To Help You Pray Better

AN OVERVIEW OF THE JEWISH PEOPLES
OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE
iStockPhotos

A Quick Historical Scan

— Avis Snyder,  
Jews for Jesus

There’s lovely Jewish tradition
about how we Jews came to
Poland. In the midst of fleeing
from various persecutions, we
were led by a vision to a safe
haven, a place whose name in
Hebrew means “God dwells
here” Polanya – Poland. In
time, Central and Eastern
Europe became the heartland of much of Jewish life and
culture in Europe.

Prior to the WWII, over 60 percent of the world’s
18,000,000 Jewish people lived in Europe, with most of the
population concentrated in the central and eastern European
lands. The vast majority of the Jewish people wandered into
the region from the 10th through the 17th centuries. It was
here that Chasidic (mystical, ultra-Orthodox) Judaism was
born. Here, too, is where the Yiddish language and Yiddish
culture flourished.
Two events changed all of that; one horrific, the other
miraculous. Tragically, the Holocaust liquidated one third
of the world’s Jewish population. But just three years later,
they witnessed the rebirth of the modern state of Israel.
Since that time, waves of Jewish people have made Aliyah
(immigrated to Israel). Today, for the first time in nearly
2,000 years, more Jewish people live in Israel than anywhere
else in the world. But significant Jewish population centers
continue to exist in central and eastern Europe.

JEWISH PEOPLE IN EUROPE
The Former USSR

Real numbers are hard to obtain; but perhaps as many as 500,000 Jewish
people still live in Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus. Ever since the collapse of
the USSR in the early 1990s, Russian-speaking people have proven to be the
most responsive Jewish people to the gospel worldwide. God, of course, is
the architect of that interest. But the responsiveness on the human level can
be credited to at least the following factors.
The failure of the Soviet regime and its ideology created a vacuum of
disbelief. Now Jewish people, like everyone else, needed to fill that vacuum
with faith.
The thoroughness of the Soviet blackout on religious instruction had
shielded the Jewish people from the standard “Jewish” objections to
Jesus that were common in the West. In the former USSR, the mantra,
“You can’t be Jewish and believe in Jesus” wasn’t as widely known or
automatically believed.

Amazingly, the openness to the gospel hasn’t waned in the past 30 years.
Though large numbers of Jewish people have already immigrated to other
lands, a significant “field” remains in Russia: approximately 100,000 –
150,000 Jewish people live in Moscow; another 100,000 in St. Petersburg,
and still another 80,000 – 100,000 in Kiev, Ukraine.
Hungary

Hungary possesses the largest indigenous Jewish population in central and
eastern Europe outside of the former USSR. Most of those Jewish people
live in Budapest, the Hungarian capital. Approximately 80,000 Hungarian
Jewish people make Budapest their home, out of a total city population of
1.8 million. In addition, Jewish tourists from the West and from Israel visit
Budapest every day because of the city’s rich Jewish heritage, and because of
historical landmarks, like the Doheny St. Synagogue (the largest in Europe),
and the birthplace of Theodore Herzl, the “father” of modern Zionism.
When you add in the Jewish populations of the smaller cities, along with the
many Israeli students who study in Budapest and Debrecen, the total Jewish
population of Hungary comes close to 90,000-100,000.
The story of Jewish evangelism in Hungary is genuinely thrilling. Starting as
early as the mid-1800s, a long line of preeminent messianic Jewish “giants”
came from Hungary, including Rabbi Isaac Lichtenstein, the scholar Alfred
Edersheim, and the missions pioneer, Leopold Cohen.
continued on next page
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JEWISH PEOPLE IN EUROPE
Germany – the Great Surprise!

In 1990, the German Jewish population numbered some 31,000 people. Then,
Germany opened her doors to Jewish immigration from the former USSR,
and by 2005, the number of immigrants had swollen to over 200,000. That
number included messianic Jews who had come to faith in the former USSR,
and who shared that faith with their fellow refugees. Most of the Jewish
immigrants settled in major cities like Berlin, Cologne, and Düsseldorf,
where messianic congregations and missionary agencies continue to carry on a
significant evangelistic work. But an even newer Jewish field has opened up in
Germany. In recent years, more than 22,000 Israelis have moved to Berlin.
A Tragic Scattering

The Jewish communities of most central and eastern European countries
never recovered from the devastation of the Holocaust. Today, according to a
variety of online sources, the official Jewish population of Romania is 11,00012,000. In the Czech Republic, a mere 3,000-5,000 Jewish people remain.
Prior to WWII, Poland was home to over three million Jewish people. By the
war’s end, only 40,000-100,000 survived. Many of these survivors chose to
immigrate rather than try to rebuild their lives in Poland. Today, the official
Jewish-Polish population stands at 6,000-8,000. But most Jewish sources
acknowledge that this number is far from accurate. The real number may be
as high as 50,000, with most Jewish people living in Warsaw.
Why the great disparity? In the first place, the official numbers only
reflect those Jewish people who are “registered” with some type of Jewish
organization such as a synagogue or cultural institution. The disparity is
also due to the tragic, continued existence of anti-Semitic sentiment in some
segments of Polish society. In light of the past, many Jewish people prefer
to keep their Jewish identity to themselves. One final factor: Many Jewish
people are the descendants of children whom loving Polish citizens hid from
the Nazis and raised as Poles. Stories intermittently appear in the Polish press
about men and women who only recently discovered their Jewish heritage. In
a sense, the Jewish community in Poland is waiting to come fully back to life.
Challenges

Sadly, anti-Semitism remains a persistent and dangerous reality. In central
and eastern Europe, the anti-Semitism is often a carry-over from the religious
anti-Jewish teaching found in the medieval church. But racial anti-Semitism
exists as well: The Jews are regarded as “aliens,” who threaten European life
and culture. An anti-Israeli sentiment is also on the rise, especially among
younger Europeans.
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JEWISH PEOPLE IN EUROPE
Ironically, a new threat to the people’s well-being may be found in the
hearts and actions of Christians who actually claim to respect and love the
Jews. These Christians mistakenly assert that Jewish evangelism is both
unnecessary and even anti-Jewish! How tragic and how dangerous. In
historical context, when Jesus said, “No one comes to the father but through
me,” He was speaking to his fellow Jews (John 14:6). If Yeshua is indeed the
only way for anyone to be saved, then to withhold the message of eternal life
from the Jewish people is not an act of love or respect at all; rather, it’s just
the opposite.
The Importance of European Jews to World Evangelization

How to Pray
•
•

•
•

Pray for the salvation of the Jewish
people, just as the Apostle Paul
prayed in Romans 10:1.

iStockPhotos

The Scriptures explain that the Jews have received only one national call: to
be an evangelistic light to the nations (see Exodus 19:6, Isaiah 43:21, and
Isaiah 49:6). According to the Apostle Paul, that call hasn’t been revoked
(Romans 11:29). What a redemption of history it will be when Jewish
missionaries carry God’s message of love and promise of eternal life to the
nations where so many of them have died!

Pray for the individuals and
agencies that faithfully share
the gospel with the Jewish
people: AMZI, Ariel Ministries,
Chosen People Ministries,
Evangeliumsdienst für Israel,
European Initiative, Jews for Jesus, Operation Mobilization, and others.

Pray that God will turn the hearts of European anti-Semites into hearts
filled with love for God’s chosen people.
Pray that Bible-believing believers in Europe will not abandon the cause
of Jewish evangelism. There is no name other than Yeshua’s by which
Jews and Gentiles may be saved (Acts 4:12)

— Avis Snyder serves as the European director of Jews for Jesus. He and his
wife Ruth currently live in Budapest, Hungary.
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DAY

01

Romans 10:1, NIV
My heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them
[Israel] is that they will
be saved.
This month pray for
Jews for Jesus and other
organizations to be used
of the Holy Spirit to draw
Jewish communities to
salvation in Yeshua, the
messiah. This will be our
theme this month.

JEWS FOR JESUS IN EUROPE

T

here were 13
great “Jews
for Jesus” that were
accused of “turning
the world upside
down.” Twelve were
Jesus Christ’s apostles,
but the thirteenth one
was especially called
by the risen Savior—the Apostle Paul. His dynamic
Saul to Paul conversion is still happening for Jewish
people all over the world!
Jews for Jesus is an organization on the forefront of
Jewish evangelism. It is reaching Jewish people for
their Messiah in 14 countries and 26 cities. Jewish
people have the eternal promise in the Old Testament
that their messiah is coming. Jews for Jesus workers
share that he has come, and he is coming again.
A Jewish person is much better equipped to reach
another Jew than is a Gentile believer who uses
Christian presuppositions and lingo. Often a Gentile
Christian’s efforts reinforce the belief that Jesus is for
“them” and not for “us.” Jews for Jesus is innovative,
using tailored evangelistic literature, music, and drama
to open eyes to the truth of the messiahship of Jesus.
Once a Jewish person wakes up to the reality that his
savior is Jesus, he often becomes an eager evangelist to
his family and friends. Association with other messianic Jews strengthens and supports the faith of all.
Pray that as the last days predicted in the Bible approach
that Jewish people will encounter their risen messiah. Pray
for Jews for Jesus to spread to every country in Europe.—JS
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DAY

02

(This story is intended to
illustrate real situations
today.)

“I

t is an honor to have
you come to lead us
in our services during
the High Holy Days,
but I hope we will soon
have our own rabbi.”
Jacob, an Orthodox Jew
living in Sarajevo, was
talking with a rabbi from Israel about their situation.

He continued, “We feel integrated but not assimilated.
As you can see our synagogue is tucked into the
neighborhood in an unassuming way; wedged
between a school on one side and an apartment
complex on another. Inside we treasure our Torahs
and respectfully worship God with Hebrew prayers.
Almost everyone in Bosnia is either Muslim or
Christian, and we get along fine with each group.
Ironically the fact our community is small is one
of the biggest challenges facing us in Bosnia and
Herzegovina today. There are only about 650 of us
living here in Sarajevo, which is most of the Jewish
people in the country. Between 2002 and 2012, there
were 43 funerals and two newborn babies in the
community. Then, in 2014, 10 new babies were born.
Now we are considering opening a kindergarten.”
Although the Bosnian Jewish people do not feel they
are discriminated against, they feel spiritually weak.

iStockPhotos

BOSNIAN JEWISH PEOPLE

Ps 98:2-3, NET

The Lord demonstrates
his power to deliver; in
the sight of the nations
he reveals his justice. He
remains loyal and faithful
to the family of Israel. All
the ends of the earth will
see our God deliver us.
Pray that the Jewish
peoples of eastern Europe
will understand God’s
loyalty and faithfulness
to them, and be willing
to take his name to
the nations.

Pray that followers of Jesus will reach out and share the
saving power of Yeshua (Jesus) with them. May they soon
disciple others in the ways of their savior.—PD
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DAY

Is 42:1, RSV

Behold my servant, whom
I uphold, my chosen, in
whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon
him; He will bring forth
justice to the nations.
Pray that the Croatian Jewish
people will understand that
because the nations conspire
against them and against
Israel, that they need their
messiah Jesus all the more.

iStockPhotos

03

CROATIAN JEWISH PEOPLE

C

an you think of a
reason why Croatian
Jewish people would
boycott the Holocaust
Remembrance Day? They
were trying to make a
statement. They don’t
believe the Croatian
government is doing
enough to fight “modern-day Nazism,” which they
believe is in the form of ultra-nationalism. The
Croatian government seems to support a slogan,
“For Homeland Ready,” which indicates that the
“homeland” is only for Croatians, not “outsiders”
like Jewish people. “For homeland only” is now a
rallying cry for Ustase, an anti-Semitic movement
gaining popularity in Croatia, a country carved out
of former Yugoslavia. Antisemitism has gradually
been increasing, and many Croatian Jews are
justifiable concerned. Some Jewish Croatians are
leaving the country out of fear.
Almost all of Croatia’s population of 4.28 million
are Roman Catholic. Three quarters of Croatia’s
2,000 Jewish people live in the capital of Zagreb,
while others primarily live in three smaller
towns spread throughout the country. Although
intermarriage has been widespread, most of the
Croatian Jewish people have a strong Jewish
identity. The community building in Zagreb
contains a synagogue, an art gallery, a Jewish
library, and a Holocaust research center.

Pray for God’s protection for Croatia’s Jewish
population. Pray that believers in Croatia will ask for
God’s forgiveness and be filled with God’s wisdom,
understanding, tact, and compassion so they can be
good ambassadors for Christ.—PD
90
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DAY

SERBIAN JEWISH PEOPLE IN SERBIA

H

iStockPhotos

ow Serbia has
changed! Twentyfive years ago Serbia
was noted for their
severe persecution of
Muslims, a religious
minority. Today, the
vice president of the
World Jewish Congress
commends the Serbian government for their friendly
treatment of their Jewish population. There are
historical and cultural ties between Serbia and Israel.
The Serbian government recognizes Judaism as one
of the seven “traditional” religious communities of
Serbia, and they make a point of recognizing the
tragic Holocaust. They are even making an effort
to compensate Serbian Jewish people for property
which they lost under the post-WWII communist
government! The Serbian Orthodox patriarch has
expressed how important it is for Christian and
Jewish people to care about each other, because
this is what God would want. Gradually the Jewish
community is growing strong in Serbia, and more
are attending synagogues. Jewish people in Serbia
are involved with community projects and cultural
advancements like the theater. However, there are
only 1,200 Jewish people in Serbia, which is less
than half of what was there before the early 1990s.

Is 52:13-15, RSV
Behold, my servant shall
prosper; he shall be exalted
and lifted up, and shall
be very high. As many
were astonished at him.
His appearance was so
marred, beyond human
semblance, and his form
beyond that of the sons of
men—so shall he startle
many nations; kings shall
shut their mouths because
of him; for that which has
not been told them they
shall see, and that which
they have not heard they
shall understand.
Pray for harvesters to find
Serbian Jewish people
who are ready to see
their suffering messiah
in the scriptures and join
the harvesters.

Pray for believers in Serbia and their Jewish neighbors
to come together in friendship in such a way that it will
be easy for them to share spiritual beliefs. Pray that the
Jewish people will see their need for the messiah.—PD
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Ps 110:1-4, RSV

The Lord says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand, till
I make your enemies your
footstool.” The Lord sends
forth from Zion your mighty
scepter. Rule in the midst of
your foes! Your people will
offer themselves freely on
the day you lead your host
upon the holy mountains.
From the womb of the
morning like dew your
youth will come to you. The
Lord has sworn and will not
change his mind, “You are
a priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek.”
Pray that the Jewish peoples
of Europe will see that David
was writing that the messiah
is greater than himself, and
their only remaining priest
is Jesus!

SERBIAN SPEAKING JEWS IN MACEDONIA

S

arah, a Macedonian Law
student stood before a group
of Jewish students in Israel and
began her speech. “I’m only
one of 250 Jews now living in
Macedonia, a country between
MONT.
SERBIA
Greece and Bulgaria with a
Scopje
population of a little over two
MACEDONIA
Adriatic
million. The Jewish community
Sea
ALBANIA
was
formed by Sephardic Jews
ITAL
Y
after the Inquisition, when
GREECE
they fled Spain and Portugal.
Most of us today speak Macedonian which is similar
to Serbian.”
“In the 1940s, Bulgaria occupied Macedonia. Soon
afterwards they signed an agreement with German
officials to deport all the Jewish people for extermination. The Jewish community is slowly starting to
recover. A new synagogue—the first in generations—
was inaugurated in March 2000 in the city of Skopje.
Macedonia is also home to the second largest
Holocaust museum in Europe. We celebrate all the
Jewish holidays. I’m very active in the Macedonian
Jewish Youth Club which focuses on infusing Jewish
history lessons into the Macedonian educational
system and creating a law against Holocaust denial.
I decided to study law because I believe I can have
influence on the political agenda in Macedonia.”
Most of the Macedonian Jewish people face spiritual
emptiness without knowledge of God’s word. They
are trapped in a fear of the past.
Pray that God will open their eyes and hearts so they
will have a full revelation of his saving glory. Pray that
they will soon find their messiah and be discipled in his
ways.—PD
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JEWISH PEOPLE IN THE SLOVAK REP.

D

uring the past centuries Eastern Europe
has had a high percentage
of Jewish people. Today
there are only 2,600 in
Slovakia. Constitutional
freedom of religion is
generally respected by the
government in Slovakia.
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As the older Jewish people
die, the Jewish community,
Even the young love Jewish bread!
customs, and language
regress. Many younger people are ignorant of their
Jewish identity. However, in Slovakia, some Jews
are trying to keep Jewish culture alive. They are
doing this through schools, Judaic studies, Yiddish
and Hebrew lessons, and community centers
that promote cultural events such as Israeli dance
and theater.
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Ps 14:7, NET

I wish the deliverance
of Israel would come
from Zion! When the
Lord restores the wellbeing of his people, may
Jacob rejoice, may Israel
be happy!
Pray for the Jewish people
in the Slovak Republic to
seek their restoration in
the messiah, Jesus Christ.
May they rejoice when the
find him!

Religious Slovakian Jews believe God is the supreme
being, creator of the universe, and ultimate judge
of human affairs. Beyond this, the religious beliefs
of the Jewish communities in Slovakia vary greatly.
While most Slovakian Jews are religiously affiliated,
many are non-religious, especially the younger ones,
who have not been immersed in Jewish culture
like their elders. Slovakian Jews understand their
connection with the Abrahamic covenant. However,
there is an historic rejection of the messiah, Jesus
Christ, who fulfilled that covenant. The complete
Bible, JESUS Film, audio and online resources are
available in the Slovakian language.
Pray that as the gospel is shared, it will not be viewed as
anti-Semitic, rather as the fulfillment of God’s promise
through Abraham.—KH
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Ezek 37:10-12, RSV
So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood upon
their feet, an exceedingly
great host. Then he said
to me, “Son of man, these
bones are the whole house
of Israel. Behold, they say,
‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we
are clean cut off.’ Therefore
prophesy, and say to them,
thus says the Lord God:
Behold, I will open your
graves, and raise you from
your graves, O my people;
and I will bring you home
into the land of Israel.
Pray that the Lord will
prepare the hearts of Czech
speaking Jewish people to
soon receive this good news
of their restoration!

CZECH SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

T

he current Jewish
Czech population
of approximately 4,000
is only a fraction of the
pre-WWII population.
Small Czech speaking
Jewish groups, mostly older
generations, are scattered
throughout the Czech
Republic. Following the
Holocaust, Jewish people
became part of a society in which all religion was
considered irrelevant.
Especially younger Jewish people have assimilated
into Czech culture; they have become less religious
and more secular. They consider the Jewish
community too rigid, old, and Orthodox. Many
today do not identify with any religion, referring to
themselves as agnostics.
The church has a window of opportunity because
there is government-allowed freedom; but there
is also a spiritual decline. A grassroots churchplanting movement has begun within the Czech
Republic as a small number of believers, house
churches, and cell groups are growing. Discipleship
is occurring as young Jewish people are being
taught. Written, audio, and visual resources, including a new version of the Bible in everyday Czech
language, are now available.
Pray that existential and spiritual heaviness will be
eliminated by the Holy Spirit, and that his light of truth
will shine forth into every level and aspect of Jewish
Czech culture.—KH
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DAY

PRAGUE FELLOWSHIP
DENMARK

C

North Sea

irkev Krest'anska’                 
- “KS” (Christian UK
Fellowships) are independent, indigenous Czech
churches (registered
CZECH REPUBLIC
with the Czech Ministry
of Culture) formally
established in 1990.
The denomination has
grown quickly, offering contemporary worship
services, Bible-based teaching, and emphasis on
meeting regularly in small groups to build relationships. There are now about a dozen KS congregations in Prague and close to 50 throughout the
Czech Republic.
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1 Jn 3:23, NET

Berlin

NETHERLANDS

POLAND

BELGIUM

Prague

GERMANY

FRANCE

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

SWITZERLAND

ITALY

Now this is his
commandment: that we
believe in the name of his
son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he
gave us the commandment.
Pray that the Prague
Fellowship will fulfill its
mission to allow their love
for Jesus to lead the lost to
the Savior.

Each local church has its own pastor and elders. A
council of KS pastors addresses national issues and
provides oversight for the churches. Since the end of
1996 the English-speaking community has been led
by Pastors John and Kelsie Mullen.
Prague community is the English-speaking congregation of this larger Czech body (KS) and is made
up of believers from many countries and various
traditions. Ministry and outreach are focused on the
international and English-speaking communities in
Prague. Worship is expressive, the teaching is based
on the word of God, and the ministry is dependent
on the leading of the Holy Spirit. They hope to be
known for their belief in Jesus Christ and their love
for one another (1 John 3:23, 24).
Pray that KS Fellowships will not be known as a religious system, but rather as a fellowship with the living
God made possible by the messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Pray that unity in the Lord Jesus will be strong and
evident in every phase of this growing ministry.—KH
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E. YIDDISH SPEAKERS IN ESTONIA

R

Deut 18:18-19, NRSV
I will raise up for them
a prophet like you from
among their own people;
I will put my words in the
mouth of the prophet,
who shall speak to them
everything that I command.
Anyone who does not
heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in
my name, I myself will
hold accountable.
Pray that the Lord will
find ways to make Yiddish
speaking Jewish people
realize the terrible price they
are continuing to pay for
not heeding God’s words
through Moses, and the
words their messiah spoke to
them in person.

North
Sea

ESTONIA

RUSSIA

LATVIA
LITHUANIA

LITHUANIA
BELARUS

omans 1:16, NET: For I
am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is God’s power
for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.Freedom of
religion is not a guarantee that
God’s word will be accepted
by a people group. Religious
freedom is only an open door.
Such is the case in Estonia.
Estonian Jews, population
1,800, represent part of the
largest Jewish population in
Eastern Europe.

They speak Yiddish, a German/Hebrew dialect.
Although the complete Bible, JESUS Film, and
Global Recordings Network (GRN) audio materials
are available in the Yiddish language, there are no
known followers of Jesus among them.
Religious Estonian Jews believe God is the supreme
being, creator of the universe, ultimate judge,
and they understand their connection with the
Abrahamic Covenant. However, they also have a
history of rejecting Jesus Christ as messiah, the one
who has fulfilled that covenant.
Pray that the gospel will not be viewed as anti-Semitic,
but rather as God’s provision, and the way to find a
better identity. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send forth
loving believers to work among Jewish communities. Ask
the Lord to soften the hearts of Jewish people toward
God’s people.— KH
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DAY

GREEK JEWISH PEOPLE IN GREECE

A

lexandros, an old
man with white
hair, stepped off the tour
North
bus in Corinth, Greece
Sea
wearing a Star of David
medallion around his
neck. Off in the distance
GREECE
were some Roman era
ruins. A tour guide
led Alexandros and the others from the tour
bus towards some broken Roman columns. The
guide told them, “Experts believe the Apostle
Paul preached to a crowd at this temple in the
1st century AD. Any questions?” Alexandros
asked, “Was Paul a Jew?” The tour guide replied,
“Paul was educated by some of the leading Jewish
scholars of his day. He became convinced that
Jesus was the Jewish messiah. He spent the rest
of his life preaching about Jesus.” Alexandros
pondered this. If Jesus was good enough for Paul,
then maybe he should take the claims of Jesus
seriously, he thought.
The first Jewish people arrived in Greece around
300 B.C. They were still there when Paul and
various apostles planted the first churches in
Greece. There are about 4,500 Greek speaking
Jews living in Greece today. They are the remains
of a much larger Jewish population that once
lived in that country. After World War II many
immigrated to Israel.

10

Ps 16:8-11, KJV

I have set the Lord always
before me; because he is
at my right hand, I shall
not be moved. Therefore
my heart is glad, and my
glory rejoiceth; my flesh
also shall rest in hope. For
thou wilt not leave my soul
in hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. Thou wilt shew
me the path of life: in thy
presence is fullness of joy;
at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.
Pray that the Lord will do
whatever it takes to convince
Greek Jewish people that the
messiah that was crucified
2,000 years ago is risen, and
he is sovereign.

Pray that the Greek speaking Jewish people would
come to see Jesus as the long-awaited messiah. Ask
God to raise up faithful workers to take Christ to
them.—WK
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DAY

Zech 12:9-10, RSV
And on that day I will
seek to destroy all the
nations that come
against Jerusalem. And
I will pour out on the
house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem
a spirit of compassion and
supplication, so that when
they look on him whom
they have pierced, they
shall mourn for him, as one
mourns for an only child
and weeps bitterly over
him, as one weeps over a
first-born.
Pray that the Lord will anoint
messengers to communicate
to the Sephardic Jewish
people that they can be
forgiven from their sins and
treated with compassion.
Pray that they would call on
the name of the Lord, the
one who was pierced for the
sins of all nations, including
their own.
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SEPHARDIC JEWS IN GREECE
(These events are
hypothetical)

M

aria, a
middle aged
Spanish teacher
from Argentina,
walked the streets
of Salonika, Greece.
David, a history teacher, was with her. They spotted
some old people talking to each other. “I recognize
some of the words,” said Maria. “That sounds
like Spanish with a funny accent.” David nodded.
“They’re Sephardic Jews, and they’re speaking
Ladino, a language spoken by their ancestors since
the time the first Sephardic Jews arrived in Greece
around 1500 A.D.” After hearing this Maria
pondered for a moment and nodded.
Ladino is a variant of Spanish with loan words
from several other languages. It is spoken mostly
by Jewish people. In 1492 Ferdinand and Isabella,
the rulers of Spain, expelled all Jewish people from
Spain. Many settled in Greece rather than convert
to Catholicism. They retained an identity separate
from the Greek speaking Jews in Greece. Over the
years emigration has greatly reduced the size of this
people group. Those who didn’t emigrate tend to be
elderly. Very few Sephardic Jews in Greece worship
Jesus as their messiah.
Ask God to send an agency which will reach out to the
Sephardic Jews of Greece with the love of Jesus. Pray
that this people group will come to see Jesus as the son of
God and not a blasphemer. Ask God to open the hearts of
this people group to the messianic prophecies of the Old
Testament.—WK
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DAY

(These events are hypothetical)

N

ine-year-old Ivan sat in
a classroom in Bulgaria,
reading a history textbook.
When he read a certain
paragraph, he blurted something out. “Incredible! One of
our most famous queens was
Jewish?” The teacher walked
past several desks and saw
A synagogue in Bulgaria
which paragraph Ivan was
reading. “Ah, you’re reading about Tsar Alexander,
who ruled during the 14th century. Yes, his queen,
Theodora, really was Jewish.”
There may have been Jewish people living in Bulgaria
since the Roman Era. During the 7th century A.D.
Jews fled from the Byzantine Empire to Bulgaria to
escape persecution. These first immigrants may have
tried to convert the animistic Bulgars to Judaism.
Jewish people continued to live in Bulgaria even after
the country was won to the Christian faith in the 9th
century A.D. Jews had a powerful influence on the
Bulgarian court, especially during the days of Queen
Theodora. In 1878 Bulgaria became independent,
and Jews were granted equal rights by the Treaty of
Berlin. After World War II many Jews immigrated to
Israel. Today there are few Jews left in Bulgaria and
even fewer who believe Jesus is their messiah.

iStockPhotos

BULGARIAN JEWISH PEOPLE

12

Ps 2:5-9, RSV

Then He will speak to
them in his wrath, and
terrify them in his fury,
saying, “I have set my
king on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will tell of the decree of
the Lord: He said to me,
“You are my son, today I
have begotten you. Ask
of me, and I will make
the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth
your possession. You
shall break them with
a rod of iron, and dash
them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”
Pray that the Lord will
show the Bulgarian Jewish
people that the Lord calls
their messiah his son. Pray
that this fear of the Lord
will be the beginning of
their knowledge of who
their messiah is.

Ask God to open the spiritual eyes of this people group so
that they can see Jesus as he is. Pray that God will raise up
faithful workers who will reach out to this people group
with the message of salvation and hope.—WK
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DAY

Num 21:6-9, RSV
Then the Lord sent fiery
serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so
that many people of Israel
died. And the people came
to Moses, and said, “We
have sinned, for we have
spoken against the Lord
and against you; pray to the
Lord, that he takes away the
serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. And
the Lord said to Moses,
“Make a fiery serpent, and
set it on a pole; and every
one who is bitten, when he
sees it, shall live.” So Moses
made a bronze serpent,
and set it on a pole; and if
a serpent bit any man, he
would look at the bronze
serpent and live.
Pray that the Israelis in
Russia will seek and find the
messiah who was lifted up to
heal them.
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ISRAELIS IN RUSSIA

T

eenaged Irina and
her family went
through an arduous
and desperate process
to leave Russia, where
she had been born. At
that time she would
never have imagined herself choosing to return
to Russia, but that’s exactly what she did 15 years
later. She found employment at the Israeli embassy
in Moscow, where she met hundreds of people
making a return similar to hers.
Because of repression during the Soviet Era,
an exodus of one million Russian-born Jewish
people left for Israel. Now about 100,000 of them
have returned to Russia. Some of these twiceimmigrants are making their choice because they
see economic opportunities in Russia. Some are
worried about security in the Middle East. Others
could not adjust to their new country. Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s visit to Israel signaled
an official change of attitude. A sort of Jewish
revival is taking place in eastern Europe. People
of Jewish background now feel that they can be
part of a Jewish community. They can attend
Hebrew schools, celebrate Passover, eat at kosher
restaurants, attend a Jewish museum. This is not
to say that anti-Semitism has disappeared. Attacks
on Jews are still being reported, and according
to the Toronto Star, “some observers believe that
the community's increasing profile has sparked a
backlash from nationalist Russians.”
Pray to our heavenly father to touch these people and
help them to find their rest in him.—CMW
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DAY

JEWISH TAT IN RUSSIA
(This story illustrates
possible attitudes.)

“W

hat? Jews in other
countries don’t
kidnap their brides?” Edik
Jewish Tat elders
was astounded. Bridekidnapping was a given in his Jewish Tat community.
He and his friend, Jacob discussed it; then they
concluded: “Our rabbi approves of it.” That was good
enough for them.

The Jewish Tat have dwelt in Russia for over 1,000
years. Because they lived 1,000 miles from Moscow,
they enjoyed religious and cultural freedom. Unlike
their Ashkenazi relatives closer to political centers of
power, the Jewish Tat were able to maintain practices
like baking matzo for Passover and lighting candles
for the Sabbath.
For centuries, the Jewish Tat co-existed peacefully
with the Muslim Tat community. Since the breakup
of the Soviet Union, however, they have been caught
in the crossfire between Muslim rebels and Russian
policemen. Not a week goes by without a shooting
or an explosion. Many Jewish Tat have fled to Israel
in the last two decades, shrinking the population
from 50,000 to 5,000. Their language, Judeo-Tat, a
blend of Farsi and Hebrew, is considered “definitely
endangered” by UNESCO's Atlas of the World's
Languages in Danger.
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Is 40:3-5, RSV

A voice cries: “In the
wilderness prepare the way
of the Lord, make straight
in the desert a highway
for our God. Every valley
shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and
the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord
has spoken!”
Pray that the Jewish
Tat people will come to
understand that the word
of God came to John the
Baptist in the wilderness
that Jesus IS the messiah
for whom he was preparing
the way.

Pray that God will provide the linguists to accurately
complete the translation of the Judeo-Tat Bible. Ask
God to prepare the hearts of those who will be among
the first to read the Bible. May they be ready to join
the bride of Christ, whom God did not kidnap, but
purchased!—CMW
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Ex 12:21, 26a, RSV
Then Moses called all the
elders of Israel, and said
to them, “Select lambs for
yourselves according to
your families, and kill the
Passover lamb. And when
your children say to you,
“What do you mean by this
service?” you shall say, “It
is the sacrifice of the Lord’s
Passover, for he passed over
the houses of the people
of Israel in Egypt, when
he slew the Egyptians but
spared our houses.”
Pray that the Jewish Tatar
people in Ukraine will receive
Elijah’s message expressed
through John the Baptist:
“Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of
the world!”

JEWISH TATARS IN UKRAINE

T

he “Children of Israel,” as
the Judeo-Crimean Tatars
originally called themselves,
Ukraine
have a sad history of persecution. The Russians called them
Krymchaks to distinguish
them from other Jewish groups,
and compelled them to work in
RUSSIA
factories and collective farms.
Next, the Nazis targeted them
Kiev
for annihilation, and 6,000
UKRAINE
of them were killed. After
the return of Soviet authority,
Black
ROMANIA
Tartar
Sea
Region
many were deported to Central
Asia. In recent years, violent anti-Semitism has
erupted in Ukraine.
There are no known followers of Christ among
the 1,700 Judeo-Crimean Tatars. There are no
Christian resources available in their language.
They are spread around in countries of the former
Soviet Union.
How can we reach out to these persecuted people
with the liberating and life-giving message of the
gospel? Despite long and bitter histories of antiJewish violence, some are committed to remain in
Ukraine and forge interfaith coalitions with leaders
of the majority Christian churches. Some 600-700
Krymchaks, still clinging to their Crimean identity,
live in the United States and in Israel.
Pray that the Judeo-Crimean Tatars will find Jesus
Christ as their messiah. Pray that those seeking interfaith connections will meet evangelical believers who can
point them to the savior.—AHS
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DAY

KARAITE JUDAISM

A

re they really
Jewish? Other
Jews say yes.
Fortunately, the
Russians and the
Nazis said no, so
they escaped Russia’s
pogroms (eg, deadly
anti-Jewish riots) and the German Holocaust.

Most Karaites live in Israel, but today our focus is on
the 1,100 who live in Ukraine. They follow only the
Jewish Scriptures, reject the rabbinic interpretations,
and allow their followers to make their own scriptural interpretations. Like mainstream Judaism, the
Karaites observe the Sabbath, practice ritual washing,
and separation from Gentiles. Their prayer books
come almost exclusively from the scriptures.
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Ps 118:22-23, RSV
The stone which the
builders rejected has
become the head of the
corner. This is the Lord’s
doing; it is marvelous in
our eyes!
Pray that the Lord will move
the Karaite Jewish people
to search and find their
rejected cornerstone.

In 1783, Russia opened the region for Jewish settlement, making the Jews a bulwark against the Turks.

In 2014, Russia took control over the Crimean
Peninsula, included the Republic of Crimea in the
Russian Constitution, and made the Russian ruble
legal tender. Surprisingly, the head of the Crimean
Karaite group responded, “The majority of Karaites
support annexation to Russia, and voted for it.
Culture and people connect us with Russia, more
than the Ukraine.”

Jews for Jesus works throughout the region. Their
website features testimonies of Ukrainian Jews who
became believers because of their ministry. There is no
Bible in the language of the Karaites, but it does exist
in Ukrainian.

Pray that Jews for Jesus will find an opportunity to
work among the Karaite people and open their eyes to see
Jesus.—AHS
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DAY

Rom 6:1-2, NET

What shall we say then?
Are we to remain in sin so
that grace may increase?
Absolutely not! How can we
who died to sin still live in it?
Pray for a clear understanding
in Hasidic communities what
God requires of them, so that
they can die to sin, and live for
their messiah.
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ORTHODOX JEWISH PEOPLE IN UKRAINE

T

he Hasidic Jewish
people are distinct
by wearing unique black
attire and living a separate way of life. Ukraine
is home to Orthodox
(Hasidic) Judaism, which
grew out of the struggles over philosophical and
folk Judaism in the 18th century. Despite Ukraine
being a Slavic country, Orthodox Jewry is culturally
Yiddish (German-based).
Today Jewish people visit Ukraine on pilgrimages
during the Jewish New Year. At that time, they visit
the Hasidic Rabbi Nachman’s tomb. They want to
be absolved from their sins. The site of the pilgrimage is located in the town of Uman, in central
Ukraine, 125 miles south of the capital city of Kiev.  
Because of the pilgrims, Uman’s population almost
quadruples during the Jewish New Year. The
Hasidic Jewish people are not happy with the
crowds. Yet Uman is economically dependent
upon these pilgrims. In Ukraine Jews for Jesus has
outreaches in the cities of Kiev, Dnepr, and Odessa,
but not in Uman.
Pray that Jews for Jesus will take advantage of the
opportunity to reach both Ukrainian and Israeli Jews on
the Jewish New Year, and that opportunities to follow
up in Israel will result. Pray that local churches will
begin to evangelize Ukraine’s Jewish population and
disciple them in the ways of Yeshua, Jesus. Pray that
Hasidic Jews will be open to outreach and that messianic
congregations will result.—TP
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BIOGRAPHY, IGOR BARBANEL

I

grew up in a highly
educated family of
what I call “Jewish
atheists” in Odessa,
Ukraine. My dad and
older brother graduated
from the Higher
Igor Barbanel
Military Academy
and were military officers. Since my childhood I
wondered why the Jews were scattered around the
world. My dad just told me it was “Jewish luck,”
but I wasn’t satisfied with that answer. I married a
Jewish girl. In the years that followed we had two
children, our own apartment, friends, and a good
job, but emptiness remained in my heart. I found
no answers to my questions.
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Is 62:1, KJV

For Zion’s sake will I
not hold my peace, and
for Jerusalem’s sake I
will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof goes
forth as brightness, and
the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burneth.
Pray that Igor will disciple
many who will go forth as
spiritual lights to the Jewish
peoples of Ukraine.

We began to receive invitations from Jews for Jesus
to the Jewish holidays starting in 1992. Three
years later we came to a meeting at Christmas
time. After listening to the preacher, I realized
that Jesus could cleanse me from my uncleanness,
because he personally died for my sins. I accepted
Yeshua (Jesus) into my heart. After the meeting,
a missionary of Jews for Jesus told us to read the
passage from Deuteronomy, chapter 28 about
blessings and curses. I then understood why
Jewish people are scattered all over the world. God
answered my questions! God was clearly showing
me that he had called me to be a missionary to the
Jews, so I decided to serve with Jews for Jesus.
Pray that God would use Jews for Jesus to turn the
hearts of the Jewish people in Ukraine to Yeshua.—Jews
for Jesus
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Gen 3:15, RSV

I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and
between your seed and her
seed; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise
his heel.
Pray the ancient Romanian
Jewish people will seek and
find their virgin-birthed
messiah who will crush their
enemies under His feet.

JEWISH PEOPLE IN ROMANIA

T

wo thousand years is a long
time! Jewish people have
lived in Romania since Roman
times. They were later joined
by Polish and Spanish Jewish
people, both of whom arrived
during the Renaissance, the
LATVIA
latter
as refugees from Catholic
LITHUANIA
RUSSIA
Spain
in 1496. More Jewish
BELARUS
people came in the 1800s
Kiev
from the east. Others are from
UKRAINE
Italy,
Greece, and the Middle
MOLDAVIA
NIA
Black
MA
East.
As time went on, the
RO
Tartar
Sea
Region
Romanian Jewish community
became a blend of all of these communities. Until
WWI, not all Romanian-born Jewish people were
citizens. Between the wars, they were denied jobs
and a university education. During WWII they
suffered loss of property and lives. Since the war,
there has been an outmigration. Today some 3,000
to 23,000 remain in the cities of Bucharest, Iasi
(pron. eeyahsh), Cluj, and Oradea.
Today there is a Federation of Jewish Communities
that publishes a newspaper. In Bucharest, the
capital, there is a Yiddish theater and a Chabad
House. Indeed, Romania was where Yiddish theatre
began. Curiously, to pray that the messiah should
come this year is thought to be heresy by some
Romanian rabbis!
Pray that Romanian Jewish people will increasingly long
for and find their messiah. Pray that as they emigrate
that they will go where they may be evangelized. Pray
that churches in Romania and their new homelands
will earnestly seek the salvation of Romania’s Jewish
people.—TP
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JEWISH PEOPLE OF GEORGIA
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s

Is 48:10, 11b, ESV
KAZAKHSTAN
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O

ne of the mysteries of
history is what happened
to the ten “lost” tribes of
Israel. These Jewish people
were removed from the land of
Israel 2,700 years ago by the
Assyrians. The Jewish people
of Georgia claim to be the
descendants of those 10 Jewish
tribes or of those taken into
exile by Babylonians 2,500
years ago.

Behold, I have refined you,
but not as silver; I have
tried you in the furnace of
affliction ... My glory I will
not give to another.
Pray the the Lord would
get the glory he deserves
by bringing many Georgian
Jewish people to himself.

IRAN
The Jewish quarter in the
Georgian capital of Tbilisi is
the home of most Georgian Jewish people today.
Most have immigrated to Israel, the United States
or Belgium in the past 30 years. Those who remain
in Georgia tend to be Orthodox who have adopted
Georgian as their first language. Another group
of Jews, the Askhenazi, were moved from Eastern
Europe to Georgia by the policies of the Russian
and Soviet governments.

Georgian Jewish people work as doctors, university
professors, businessmen, artists, attorneys, and
writers. Many are active in government and public
life. There are no known followers of Jesus among
the Georgian Jews.
Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of the Georgian Jews.
Ask the Lord to send Messianic Jews to bring the gospel
to the Jews of Georgia. Pray that the Lord wins key
leaders of the community to himself and that many
others will follow their example of becoming believers.
Pray that the Lord plants a growing church among the
Georgian Jews.—DK
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Is 35:4-6a, RSV

Say to those who are of a
fearful heart, “Be strong,
fear not! Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap
like a hart, and the tongue of
the dumb sing for joy!
Pray for the Jewish people
of Hungary to read this
prophesy and understand
that their messiah not only
has come and done all these
things, but wants to do the
same things through them!

HUNGARIAN SPEAKING JEWS

H

ungary is one of the
nations in the world that
contains Jewish people. It is
home to the largest Jewish
HUNGARY
Black
community in eastern Europe.
Sea
From as early as the second
century AD, there are records
of Jewish people living in Hungary, and those
records continue throughout medieval times into
the present. The Jews were integrated with the local
people before the anti-Semitism of the early and
mid 20th century.
In modern times Jewish peoples have other issues. A
younger generation is growing up lacking in identity
and understanding of their roots. There are efforts
to educate them in their traditions so that they
can keep their culture alive. This is very important
because much of the Jewish culture comes from
eastern Europe. If their culture is lost there, it can
be lost forever.
Judaism as a religion has much in common
with Christianity. This is not surprising, since
Christianity started as a sect of the former. The
main difference between them is that Judaism does
not recognize Yeshua as the promised messiah,
while Christianity does. Tomorrow you will pray
about what Jews for Jesus is doing about this.
Pray that the Jewish peoples in Hungary will be able
to communicate their culture to the next generation.
Pray for the revelation of Yeshua Messiah, the hope of
mankind, and the fulfillment of Jewish history.—BK
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MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY, KATA TAR

I

was born during the
time that communists
ruled in Hungary. My
parents were both children
of their age—atheistic
communists. I was raised
in that mindset and
Kata Tar
eagerly believed it until
my university years when
I lost my faith in communism and started searching.
I took part in a séance, which made me aware of the
invisible world. One Sunday I decided to visit my
friends who had become Christians. They shared their
faith with me.
That night God touched me and convicted me of his
love and my sin. He also showed me what his call for
me was (Is 49:6). Three weeks later I made Jesus the
Lord of my life.
My Reformed pastor had Messianic Jewish
friends who came to minister in Hungary. Jesus
resurrected my Jewish identity. After eight years I
joined a Scottish mission for the Jews, and we started
a messianic congregation in Hungary.
I joined Jews for Jesus, and now I serve my people
by proclaiming the gospel in many different ways.
We do Messianic music, dance, and art shows by
displaying paintings of a Messianic Jewish artist. We
interview Jewish musicians, artists and scholars about
their identity, film shows, and I go to streets to hand
out gospel tracts. I also phone and visit Jewish people
who are interested in the Messiah.

22

For to us a child is born, to
us a son is given; and the
government will be upon
his shoulder, and his name
will be called “Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.” And the angel
said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the son of
the most high; and the
Lord God will give to him
the throne of his father
David ...”
Pray for this verse to become
very real to Kata Tar and the
Hungarian Jewish people he
is reaching.

Pray for my work to result in many Jewish people embracing their messiah.—Kata, Jews for Jesus
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GERMAN SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

Is 53:9-10, RSV

And they made his grave
with the wicked and with
a rich man in his death,
although he had done no
violence, and there was no
deceit in his mouth. Yet it
was the will of the Lord to
bruise him; he had put him
to grief; when he makes
himself an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring,
he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall
prosper in his hand …
Pray for German and Jewish
people alike to see the
astronomical price their
messiah has paid for them,
so that they will have willing
hearts to bow their knees to
him alone.

CZECH REPUBLIC
GERMANY

Vienna

AUSTRIA
HUNGARY

SW
SLOVENIA

T

he Jews arrived on the
European continent at
least 2,000 years ago and much
of what is considered to be
“Jewish” today has roots in the
Jewish peoples of Europe.

There are two main branches of European
Jews—one is the Ashkenazi Jews and the other
are Sephardic Jews. The Sephardic peoples come
from the Iberian Peninsula, having lived in Spain
or Portugal prior to their expulsion in 1492. They
speak a Judeo-Spanish language known as Ladino.
The Ashkenazi peoples are from the Germanic
region of the world, and speak Yiddish, a language
with Hebrew and Slavic elements. The religious
practices of Jewish Europeans are quite varied, and
there is a great deal of diversity amongst Jewish
movements. Nevertheless a significant minority are
non-practicing or non-religious.
Despite the history of the region, or perhaps in
keeping with it, German-speaking Jewish peoples
still contend with anti-Semitism, as they have
throughout history. In Austria, it springs up from
grass-root groups. Some believe it also comes from
the state level.
Pray for the safety of Jewish peoples in Europe. Pray
that they would have favor in the eyes of both the
people and the governments. Pray that their eyes would
be on God, and that they would be opened to the reality
and identity of their true messiah.—BK
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BIOGRAPHY, AARON LEWIN

B

eing a teenager isn’t
easy. Along with
schoolwork there is the
awkwardness of searching
for identity. Despite being
raised in a believing
Aaron Lewin
home to a Messianic
Jewish father and a Christian mother, Aaron Lewin
rebelled as a teenager in his quest to discover himself
and joined a punk rock band.
In spite of the blue hair and pink bass guitar, God
didn’t let go of him and at the age of 16, Aaron was
confronted with his sins. God revealed to him that
he could only find a purpose for his life in Jesus.
After an experience with the Holy Spirit and a
well-timed book from his mother, he gave his life to
Jesus Christ.
The next day, all was different. The Bible was no
longer an irrelevant book; instead, the words sprang
off the page and spoke directly to him. The punk
music CDs were thrown in the trash, the posters
were torn down, and his attitude was different.
There was such a big difference that even his school
teachers were amazed!

24

Acts 1:9-11, NRSV
When he had said this, as
they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their
sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up
toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes
stood by them. They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.”
Pray that the reality of life
and resurrection will stir
many teenaged Jewish
people to seek life and hope.

Aaron went on to study linguistics at a university
before joining Jews for Jesus, where he served with
his newly-wed wife and later three children for four
and a half years before moving to Berlin in May
2016 to start a new office of Jews for Jesus.
Pray that the gospel will go out to all Jewish people in
Berlin, but specifically to the 20,000 Israelis living
there.—Jews for Jesus
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Ps 3:8, NET

Baltic Sea

RUS.

BELARUS

POLAND

UKRAINE

(This fictional account is intended
to portray the situation in Poland
today.)

“

Why do the Poles hate us?”
the boy asked his father,
Jacob.
“They don’t hate us.
Baltic Sea
LITHUANIA
They’re just ... afraid. They don’t understand us. They
fear what
they do not know.”
POLAND
CZECH REP.

SLOVAKIA

BELARUS

Pray that the remaining
Jewish people in Poland will
live by this Psalm.

SWEDEN

GERMANY

The Lord delivers; you
show favor to your people.
(Selah)

POLISH SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

Warsaw

UKRAINE

Jacob paused.
“Do you remember the story I told
SLOVAKIA
you
about
our
people?” The boy nodded. “Most were
AUSTRIA
HUNGARY
killed in WWII, and most of those who weren’t
killed escaped to America or other parts of Europe.”
The little boy asked, “Why didn’t our family escape?”
“Your great grandparents were very brave. Poland
was their home, so they decided to stay.” The boy’s
eyebrows furrowed as he asked, “Do we still have to
stay? Can’t we escape to America?” Jacob shook his
head. “Running away isn’t the answer.”
CZECH REPUBLIC

Approximately 90 percent of the three million Jews
living in Poland in the 1940s were killed in the
Holocaust. Those who remain today make up less
than half of one percent of Poland’s population.
Despite their small numbers, they face an atmosphere
of growing anti-Semitism.
Ask the Lord to protect the Jewish people in Poland. Pray
for God to use the difficult situation today to give Jewish
people a spiritual hunger that will lead them to their
messiah. Pray for God to establish his kingdom in the
hearts of the Jewish people of Poland.—CL
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LATVIAN JEWISH PEOPLE
(This story illustrates things that
could happen in Latvia.)

A

Is 53:4-6, RSV
North

Sea
ndris looked at his
co-worker Edgars with
a mixture of fascination and
shock when Edgars put on a
yamulke before leaving work.
He rushed to catch up with
ESTONIA
RUSSIA
him as Edgars walked out the
door. “Hey, Edgars, what’s
LATVIA
with the beanie?” Edgars
glared at him and replied, “It’s
LITHUANIA
BELARUS
not a beanie. Beanies are for
cartoon characters. This is a
yamulke, and when you’re Jewish like I am, you
wear one when you go to temple.” Andres then
asked, “Did you just start getting religious?” Edgars
rolled his eyes back and replied, “This has nothing
to do with being religious; I was born Jewish,
and this is Passover.” Andres didn’t dare ask what
Passover was, so he just watched him walk away.

In Latvia, Jewish people look and dress like everyone else, so people often don’t know they are Jewish.
Jewish people don’t regularly face anti-Semitic
behavior, but few of them hold political power. Like
the people of the other two Baltic States, (Lithuania
and Estonia) Latvian Jewish people use Russian as
a trade language. There are plenty of evangelistic
materials in that language.

Surely he has borne our
griefs and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But
He was wounded for our
transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities;
upon him was the
chastisement that made us
whole, and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity
of us all.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will
so convict Latvian Jewish
people that they will repent
of doing things their own
way rather than God's way.

Pray that Christ’s ambassadors will go to Latvian
Jewish people with the JESUS Film. Pray that Latvian
believers will welcome them as friends, and show them
the love of the savior.—KC
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FINNISH SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

U

Is 53:11-12, RSV

Praise the Lord that he has
given you the opportunity to
pray for the Finnish speaking
Jewish people today.

SW

EDE
N

North
Sea

FINLAND

WAY

Today around 1,300 Jews
live in Finland, and they
are distinguished in many
cultural areas including music,
politics, science, and literature. The Central Council
of Jewish Communities is Finland’s leading group
that strives to encourage Jewish culture and prevent
assimilation. Along with learning Hebrew and
participating in extracurricular educational activities
focused on Jewish heritage, Finnish-Jewish students
have the opportunity to visit Israel in order to get in
touch with their Jewish identities. Finland has only
two synagogues; one located in the country’s capital
of Helsinki and the other in Turku. Although these
synagogues operate according to Orthodox Judaism,
most Finnish Jews are less strict in their religion.
NOR

… he shall see the fruit of
the travail of his soul and be
satisfied; by his knowledge
shall the righteous one,
my servant, make many to
be accounted righteous;
and he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore, I
will divide him a portion
with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with
the strong; because he
poured out his soul to
death, and was numbered
with the transgressors; yet
he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for
the transgressors.

p until the middle of
the 19th century, Jewish
people were forbidden to live
within the borders of what
is today Finland. Even after
the ban was lifted, life was
restricted and controlled by
stiff administrative decrees
prejudiced against Finnish
Jewish people.

Helsinki

RUSSIA

Pray that God would send Holy Spirit-filled workers
with a heart for Finnish Jews to the land. Pray that these
missionaries will have clear eyes and can see past any
false promises of prosperity and identity in this world.
Pray that Finnish Jewish people would know Jesus as the
messiah, and as the one answer to all questions, all desires.
Pray that the Finnish Jewish people will soon be discipled
in the ways of the savior of all nations.—EC
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G

od has not
rejected his
chosen, destined
people! – Paul
(Romans 11:2a TPT)

iStockPhotos

ITALIAN-SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

The first Jewish people
in Italy came to Rome in the 2nd Century before
Christ. They were sent to secure an agreement
between the Jews of Israel and an ascending Rome.
Jews have remained in Italy ever since, now numbering about 28,000.
In an August 2015 interview, a Jewish Italian painter
insightfully described the long, rich, and sometimes
oppressive history of the Jews in Italy. “Above all, it’s
a community that survives invasions, barbarians, the
economy. We’re a small community that is reborn,
that grows. We play a very important role in Italy.”
Despite rising anti-Semitism in other parts of
Europe, Jewish leaders in Italy display unexpected
optimism. They face similar challenges to small
cultural communities elsewhere: shrinking populations, youth moving to other countries, and high
intermarriage rates. However, Jewish vitality in
Italy has grown. Italy’s diverse Jewish communities
have deep cultural and religious roots with few
followers of Christ among any of them. As a people,
they strongly understand their connection to the
Abrahamic Covenant, but they reject messiah Jesus
who fulfills that covenant.
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Is 53:7-8, RSV

He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led
to the slaughter, and
like a sheep that before
its shearers is dumb,
so he opened not his
mouth. By oppression
and judgment he was
taken away; and as for
his generation, who
considered that he was
cut off out of the land of
the living, stricken for
the transgression of my
people?
Pray that every sacrifice
of the Jewish peoples will
remind them of the Lamb
of God, who has taken
away the sins of the world.

Pray for Jewish Italian hearts to soften to Jesus as their
messiah. Ask for anointed believers to serve, pray,
and witness in Judeo-Italian communities. Pray for
strong local fellowships in every Jewish community of
Italy.—CR
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Ps 9:11, NET

Sing praises to the Lord,
who rules in Zion! Tell the
nations what he has done!
Pray that the Jewish people
will soon understand that
the Lord wants to use them
to reach the nations. Pray
that Jewish people will use
their God-given abilities to
help the nations to see his
glory, wisdom, and might.

FRENCH SPEAKING JEWISH PEOPLE

P

robably no other race
has
been as successful in
UK
adapting to and assimilating to
their environment as the Jewish
population. They live virtually
all over the world and are very
successful in their chosen
occupations. No other racial
group has won as many Nobel prizes as have the
Jewish communities.
DENMARK
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The Swiss have learned the art of survival through
the centuries. They band together. They believe in
unity; all for one and one for all is their philosophy.
One would expect the French-speaking Jewish
people of Switzerland to fit right into this country
and its lifestyle.
Yet there are ways that the Jewish people do not fit
in with Swiss ways. Switzerland has no kosher meat
because of an old law about humane slaughter of
animals. Its sports activities for children are always
on Saturdays. This makes it hard for Jewish families
observing the Sabbath day of worship. Although
there are no outward, obvious signs of bias against
Jews or Muslims, there are very subtle practices and
observations that seem to exclude them.
Pray that Swiss believers would make a concerted effort
to reach out and befriend their Jewish neighbors, showing
interest in their religion and culture that might lead to
opportunities to share Jesus with them. Pray that they
will disciple Jewish people in the ways of Yeshua.— JS

116

DAY

EUROPEAN INITIATIVE

T

iStockPhotos

he world’s
first Christian
missionary movements were birthed
in Europe, but
today many see
Europe as a “has
been” for vital
Christianity. Yet
God still has a heart for Europe. European Initiative
(EI) was begun in the United States as an effort to
reach the spiritually hungry in Europe. Just as the
1948 Berlin airlift brought food and water to desperate Germans, today’s EI airlift is bringing the living
water and revival to them today. EI sends teams of
Americans to serve with local churches and ministries. EI’s five initiatives are evangelism, compassion,
teaching, prayer, and Jewish ministry.
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Ps 2:8, NET

Ask me, and I will give
you the nations as your
inheritance, the ends
of the earth as your
personal property.
Pray that the Lord will raise
up many more workers
for European Initiative to
take Christ’s name to the
ends of earth, as well as the
first places that the gospel
was preached.

Samuel Rotman, considered one of the top eight
Beethoven pianists in the world, has been instrumental in drawing many European Jews to Yeshua.
EI has hosted his concerts all over Europe. At every
concert, Rotman gives his testimony. Raised a devout
Orthodox Jew in America, Rotman was given a New
Testament which he hesitantly read. To his shock, it
was not about Gentiles, but about Jewish people! To
his astonishment, Jesus himself was Jewish! Rotman
gave his heart to Jesus, but knew he might pay a big
price. When he told his parents, his father said to
him, “You are no longer my son. You are dead to me.”
The price may be costly, but Jesus paid even more.
Pray for every European Jew to have the opportunity to
hear that Jesus paid the supreme price to give them eternal
life.—JS
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It will so happen that
everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord
will be delivered. For
on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem there will be
those who survive, just
as the Lord has promised;
the remnant will be those
whom the Lord will call.
Pray that the Holy Spirit
will use many from RM to
draw many Jewish people
to call on the name of
the Lord.
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Joel 2:32, NET

RECONNECTING MINISTRIES (RM)

R

econnecting
Ministries
(RM) goal is to
reconnect Israel
and the church,
showing both Jews
and Gentiles the
Father’s heart for
Israel and the church in the last days.
The Apostle Paul first explained it to his mixed
audience: For I do not want you to be ignorant of this
mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be
conceited: A partial hardening has happened to Israel
until the full number of the Gentiles has come in ….
Just as you were formerly disobedient to God, but have
now received mercy due to their disobedience… (Rom
11:25, 30, NET)
Reconnecting Ministries sees Holy Spirit led prayer as
the foremost priority in understanding God’s strategy
for doing this reconnecting. RM believes that this is
God’s time to unravel this mystery between Israel and
the church and unite the spiritual family between Jew
and Gentile. Just as Israel was used to give birth to the
church, now is the time for God to use the church to
release spiritual life back to Israel. RM believes the
spiritual consequences will include the power of God
being loosed upon the earth (Romans 11:5), and an
end-time revival amongst the nations (Joel 2:28-32).
Pray for Jewish people worldwide to recognize now is their
time to look to Jesus.—JS
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Prayer Resources for 2018!
Ethne to Ethne
A regionally based prayer movement
for UPGs working closely with GPD.
www.prayerstrategists.net
Global Prayer Resource
Grand central station for prayer
materials.
https://prayerstrategists.net/about/
prayer-guides/

PRAYER GUIDES
Global Prayer Digest
Daily prayer guide for UPGs. Get it
free digitally!
globalprayerdigest.org
Joshua Project
Research and daily prayer materials
for UPGs.
http://joshuaproject.net/
Light the Window
Prayer for 365 UPGs once a year
through 2020.
https://www.ltw2020.org/

10-40 Window Reporter
Prayer for nations of the 10-40 Window.
http://www.1040windowreporter.com/
Prayerguard
Online general prayer for UPGs.
http://prayerguard.net/?page_id=209

Devotional Ideas

How can you make the most of this
prayer digest:
• Some people use it as a
supplement to their regular
devotional time.
• Others enjoy reading and
praying around the dinner table
with the entire family.
• We encourage you to gather
monthly with other Christian
friends who are involved in
this movement.
Every day at the top of the page
you’ll find the name of an unreached
people group for which to pray. The
small maps will help you locate the
day’s feature.
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